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One of the main forces traditionally driving supports for Quebec sovereignty has been the strong endorsement of the youngest segment of Quebecers for the option. Observers have often pointed out that the sovereignty option traditionally benefitted from disproportionate levels of support from the older more conservative segment of the population that was more risk averse. But two consecutive surveys conducted by in the month of October by the firm Leger Marketing for the Association for Canadian Studies reveal that Quebecers between the ages of 18 and 24 no longer exhibit patterns of support that are so fundamentally different from Quebecers across the age spectrum and indeed age is no longer as much of a factor in terms of the current level of support for sovereignty. Surveys conducted during the first and third week of October reveal that nearly half of Quebec’s 18-24 cohort would vote against sovereignty were the question submitted to them with nearly one-third in favour and one in five uncertain as to what they would do. 

	
	If a referendum on Québec sovereignty were held today, would you vote FOR or AGAINST Québec sovereignty?


	October 21, 2011


	
	Sexe
	Âge
	Francophone

	BB1
	Total
	Homme
	Femme
	18-24
	25-34
	35-44
	45-54
	55-64
	65 +
	Oui
	Non

	QC16
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total pondéré :
	1010
	496
	514
	112
	171
	171
	205
	164
	188
	799
	209

	Total absolu :
	1010
	548
	462
	112
	131
	165
	215
	201
	186
	883
	126

	For
	34%
	39%
	29%
	32%
	34%
	30%
	33%
	38%
	37%
	41%
	10%

	Against
	49%
	50%
	49%
	47%
	48%
	48%
	49%
	50%
	54%
	44%
	71%

	I don't know
	14%
	10%
	18%
	20%
	18%
	17%
	14%
	12%
	5%
	14%
	16%

	I prefer not to answer
	2%
	1%
	3%
	1%
	0%
	5%
	4%
	0%
	3%
	2%
	3%


	If a referendum on Québec sovereignty were held today, would you vote FOR or AGAINST Québec sovereignty?

	October 21, 2011
	October 5, 2011

	Total pondéré :
	112
	121

	For
	32%
	31%

	Against
	47%
	49%

	I don't know
	20%
	18%

	I prefer not to answer
	1%
	2%


2. Deepness of Quebecers commitment to federalism and sovereignty 
A follow up question reveals that amongst yes voters the 18-24 and 45-64 cohorts were the least likely to indicate a deep commitment to sovereignty.  
	Yes Voters
	Total
	Man
	Woman
	18-24
	25-34
	35-44
	45-54
	55-64
	65+

	Total pondéré :
	203
	107
	97
	37
	58
	54
	28
	12
	15

	Total absolu :
	217
	113
	104
	76
	52
	34
	23
	15
	17

	I wish deeply that Quebec becomes a sovereign country
	67%
	69%
	66%
	61%
	64%
	77%
	61%
	65%
	77%

	I would prefer that Quebec becomes a sovereign country, but it is not very important to me
	31%
	30%
	31%
	35%
	34%
	23%
	39%
	27%
	23%

	I am indifferent on whether or not that Quebec becomes a sovereign country, and I think it's a pointless debate
	0%
	1%
	0%
	0%
	0%
	0%
	0%
	8%
	0%

	No answer
	1%
	0%
	3%
	5%
	2%
	0%
	0%
	0%
	0%


Similarly amongst No voters the 18-24 cohort was also the least committed. Overall however the No voters felt more deeply about their vision than did “Yes” voters. 
	No Voters
	Total
	Man
	Woman
	18-24
	25-34
	35-44
	45-54
	55-64
	65+

	Total pondéré :
	229
	115
	114
	59
	45
	43
	25
	23
	34

	Total absolu :
	243
	119
	124
	101
	39
	27
	22
	26
	28

	I wish deeply that Quebec continues to be part of Canada
	76%
	67%
	85%
	67%
	72%
	76%
	75%
	89%
	91%

	I would prefer that Quebec continues to be part of Canada, but it is not very important to me
	17%
	26%
	7%
	24%
	25%
	10%
	21%
	11%
	3%

	I am indifferent on whether or not that Quebec continues to be part of Canada, and I think it's a pointless debate
	7%
	6%
	7%
	8%
	4%
	14%
	4%
	0%
	6%

	I prefer no answer
	0%
	1%
	0%
	2%
	0%
	0%
	0%
	0%
	0%


3. Affection for Canada and Support for Sovereignty 

A series of surveys issued in December 2010 illustrated the relatively low degree of attachment to Canada on the part of Quebec youth. But after 145 years of marriage it might be argued that affection for Canada may not, on its own, be the sole determining factor in the desire for Quebecers to remain part of the country. The findings below reveal that Quebec youth exhibit a relatively weak sense of attachment compared with older cohorts. Yet as confirmed above, the levels of support for sovereignty are not much lower across the age spectrum. 

	
	Attachment to Canada

	Quebec 
	Very attached
	Somewhat attached
	Not very attached
	Not at all attached

	18-24
	14.5%
	40.6%
	27.5%
	13.0%

	25-34
	22.7%
	36.4%
	34.1%
	6.8%

	35-44
	24.7%
	42.5%
	26.0%
	5.5%

	45-54
	35.4%
	27.8%
	24.1%
	10.1%

	55-64
	38.3%
	31.9%
	21.3%
	6.4%

	65-74
	45.0%
	25.0%
	22.5%
	7.5%


While those less attached to Canada are less likely to vote against sovereignty, as observed, amongst the youngest cohort of francophones, 58% of those not very attached would vote “yes” (some 23% would vote “No” and 20% are undecided. In other words “strong” detachment from Canada does not automatically translate into a “yes” vote on a question of sovereignty. 

	
	Would vote yes in a referendum on sovereignty 

	Francophones attachment to Canada 
	Very attached
	Somewhat attached
	Not very attached

	18-24
	11
	30
	58

	25-34
	19
	33
	78

	35-44
	24
	15
	72

	45-54
	29
	18
	69

	55-64
	-
	22
	89

	65-74
	-
	29
	61


