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1. Introduction 
When measuring the importance people accord to certain expressions of identity, we can ask them to weigh the relative importance they extend to country, province or group on a scale (i.e. 1 to 5 or very attached/important to not attached/not important) or we can require that people rank in order which part of their identity is most important (are you a Canadian, a Quebecer, etc.). The distinction is important because on the one hand it is often assumed that identities are not in competition and therefore someone can assign relative degrees of importance to them without assume that they must make a choice between identities that are in competition. 
When asking people to rank what is most important to their self-definition, it is often assumed that identities are in competition and it is therefore essential to choose. These choices help determine where  loyalties lie and where we might stand in the event of a clash of identities.   Those contending that identities are inevitably in competition will frame questions in this area that pit one expression of identity against another. In the Canadian context, it is Quebec and Canada that are widely viewed in the former as competing identities that require a choice be made. Whether Quebec and Canadian identities are in conflict is the issue that underlies the ongoing debates over the place of Quebec within Canada.  Elsewhere in Canada there is no real competition between the province and Canada. The invitation to make a choice between the two seems more relevant therefore in Quebec where an important percentage of the population regard Quebec as a nation not only sociologically but also politically. Those who think of Quebec as a country (or more specifically as a future country) will inevitably assume that Quebec and Canada are competing options assume those who feel otherwise fail to comprehend the operative sociological and cultural realities. 
As we begin the second decade of the twenty-first century, Quebec remains engaged in ongoing debates about its cultural identity and the multiple dimensions to which such discussion give rise. That which follows is the extension of a survey conducted across Canada on attachment and identity. The survey initially compared attachment to Canada and identification with it to the situation in other federations in this case, the United States, Spain and Germany.  After analyzing the results for Canada for data collected in October 2010 it was decided to repeat the attachment and identity questions in Quebec only so as to yield a larger sample and oversample the anglophone and allophone population to better understand how they engage in identity debates in Quebec. The survey was conducted by the firm Leger Marketing during the first week of December 2010. Some 1224 Quebecers were surveyed via web panel with a margin of an equivalent telephone survey of 2.9 points 19 times out of 20. 
1. Attachment 

Overall attachments are divided between the very and somewhat attached with the former best equated with a strong sense of importance attributed to a particular expression of identity and the latter a softer sense of importance. 
As regards overall attachments, when weighing their respective importance the French Language and Quebec come out on top for Quebec francophones, the English language and Canada for Quebec anglophones, allophones put the world on top followed by Quebec and the French language (but in a tie the French and English languages). But it is essential to distinguish, as we do in the next table, those with the strongest sense of attachment. 
	%

Attached Overall (combines very and somewhat attached) 
	Total 
	French
	English
	Other

	The French Language
	91%
	95%
	64%
	83%

	Quebec 
	90%
	93%
	74%
	85%

	City or Town 
	83%
	83%
	82%
	80%

	The World
	81%
	81%
	72%
	88%

	The French and English Languages
	80%
	79%
	87%
	83%

	Your ethnic or ancestral group
	67%
	66%
	59%
	77%

	Canada
	64%
	59%
	93%
	80%

	The English Language
	50%
	43%
	96%
	66%

	Your religious group
	32%
	29%
	35%
	50%


When looking at those identifiers to which people felt “very” attached, francophones chose the French language followed by Quebec, anglophones chose the English language and Canada and allophones chose the French language and Canada. 
	%

Very Attached 
	Total 
	French
	English
	Other

	Canada
	         29.6%


	24.2%
	65.3%
	40.7%

	Quebec 
	         59.6%


	66.1%
	32.7%
	36.4%

	City or Town 
	          37.9%


	38.4%
	32.7%
	38.8%

	Your ethnic or ancestral group
	          34.9%


	35.6%
	21.8%
	39.3%

	The World
	         27.3%


	26.1%
	30.4%
	33.8%

	Your religious group
	         13.3%
	11.5%
	14.7%
	25.2%

	The French Language
	          69.3%


	77.7%
	27.5%
	44.7%

	The English Language
	         14.2%


	6.2%
	73.3%
	26.0%

	The French and English Languages
	       29.6%


	27.3%
	47.6%
	32.5%


	It is worth noting that in a survey commissioned from Leger Marketing in August 2007 for the ACS and funded by the Gazette the percentage of Quebecers indicating a sense of belonging to Canada (as opposed to attachment the question asked in subsequent surveys) was 61% in total with 21% saying they has a very strong sense of belonging and 40% somewhat strong.  


When it comes to attachment to Quebec, there are more francophones with a strong than with a soft sense of attachment, when it comes to Quebec anglophones there are more persons with a strong sense of attachment than a softer one and the same is true for Quebec allophones. 
	%

Attachment to Quebec 
	French
	English
	Other

	Very attached
	66.1%
	33.0%
	36.2%

	Somewhat attached
	26.6%
	41.0%
	49.3%

	Not very attached
	5.5%
	16.0%
	11.2%

	Not attached at all
	1.1%
	10.0%
	2.6%

	I don't know/I prefer not to answer
	.7%
	.0%
	.7%


When it comes to attachment to Canada, there are more francophones with a soft sense of attachment than a strong one, more anglophones with a stronger sense of attachment than a softer one while allophones are split between those with a stronger and a softer sense of attachment. 
	%

Attachment to Canada 
	French
	English
	Other

	Very attached
	24.2
	65.3
	40.7

	Somewhat attached
	34.6
	27.7
	39.3

	Not very attached
	25.5
	4.0
	16.0

	Not attached at all
	14.2
	3.0
	2.7

	I don't know/I prefer not to answer
	1.5%
	-
	1.3%


An important question that arises when looking at the strength of attachment is whether strong attachment to one expression of identity implies a weaker attachment to what some insist is the weaker expression of identity. Those who subscribe to the idea that identities are in competition may insist that a stronger attachment to Quebec implies a weaker attachment to Canada. Presumably any attachment that has some national dimension to it would result in competing identities. Often therefore one is told that minority ethnic attachment undercuts national ties. But looking at the relationship between attachments to Canada and to Quebec on the basis of the survey does not bear out this notion. While it is true that those francophones with the weakest attachment to Canada have the strongest attachment to Quebec. the survey also reveals that a majority of those francophones that are very attached to Canada also have a strong sense of attachment to Quebec. Hence it appears inaccurate to argue that those with a strong attachment to Canada have by definition a weak attachment to Quebec 
	Quebec French First Language 
	Attachment to Canada 

	Attachment to Quebec 
	Very attached
	Somewhat attached
	Not very attached
	Not attached at all

	Very attached
	69.7%
	54.3%
	69.2%
	84.1%

	Somewhat attached
	21.4%
	40.0%
	23.9%
	10.9%


There is an near equal percentage of the very and somewhat attached to Quebec amongst those that are very attached to Canada. Still some 80% of Quebec Anglophones that are very attached to Quebec report being attached to Canada.   
	Quebec English First Language 
	Attachment to Canada 

	Attachment to Quebec 
	Very attached
	Somewhat attached
	Not very attached
	Not attached at all

	Very attached
	39.4%
	14.3%
	-
	-

	Somewhat attached
	40.9%
	46.4%
	-
	-


As to the allophones that are very attached to Canada, some 57% have a strong sense of attachment to Quebec .
	Quebec First Language neither English nor French  
	Attachment to Canada 

	Attachment to Quebec 
	Very attached
	Somewhat attached
	Not very attached
	Not attached at all

	Very attached
	57.4%
	13.3%
	-
	-

	Somewhat attached
	32.8%
	73.3%
	-
	-


When it comes to age, in general as we get older attachment to very expressions of identity grows. Although the pattern is not entirely consistent across all identities, for the most part the youngest cohort does have a weaker sense of attachment than the older ones. The gap is widest when it comes to attachment to Canada with Quebec youth (in this case francophones) with a 31 point difference between the youngest and oldest cohorts. Indeed, all cohorts under the age of 65 report a similar low percentage as “very” attached to Canada. Although there are exceptions for some age cohorts under 65, for the most, only the percentage of very attached to the English language and to the religious group are lower than attachment to Canada.  
	%

Very Attached-Quebecers  
	18-24
	25-34
	35-44
	45-54
	55-64
	65 +

	Canada
	18%
	27%
	25%
	28%
	25%
	49%

	Quebec 
	51%
	51%
	55%
	60%
	66%
	69%

	City or Town 
	28%
	33%
	32%
	41%
	41%
	47%

	Your ethnic or ancestral group
	29%
	17%
	27%
	42%
	40%
	50%

	The World
	34%
	19%
	32%
	25%
	23%
	32%

	Your religious group
	6%
	8%
	9%
	15%
	11%
	27%

	The French Language
	61%
	63%
	65%
	73%
	74%
	76%

	The English Language
	13%
	14%
	15%
	12%
	15%
	17%

	The French and English Languages
	18%
	26%
	30%
	31%
	29%
	37%


The percentage of overall attachment on the basis of age suggest that there is a fair degree of soft attachment to various expressions of identity with the exception of the religious group which only seems somewhat more popular with the oldest cohort.

	%

Overall Attachment for Quebecers 
	18-24
	25-34
	35-44
	45-54
	55-64
	65 +

	Canada
	53%
	64%
	63%
	67%
	64%
	70%

	Quebec 
	81%
	85%
	88%
	95%
	94%
	93%

	City or Town 
	79%
	77%
	81%
	83%
	82%
	92%

	Your ethnic or ancestral group
	50%
	57%
	63%
	64%
	76%
	83%

	The World
	79%
	84%
	77%
	77%
	84%
	87%

	Your religious group
	22%
	19%
	25%
	39%
	32%
	50%

	The French Language
	86%
	89%
	89%
	95%
	89%
	94%

	The English Language
	56%
	48%
	52%
	41%
	44%
	62%

	The French and English Languages
	78%
	79%
	79%
	78%
	77%
	88%


Comparing the rates of attachment for the English population outside of Quebec one finds that 72.8% are very attached and 23.3% are somewhat attached to Canada compared with Quebec Anglophones for whom 65.3% are very attached and 28.0% somewhat attached. In the case of allophones in the rest of Canada it was 58.1% reporting they are very attached and 34.6% somewhat attached to Canada compared with Quebec allophones at 40% very attached and 40% somewhat attached.  

Looking at the four countries one observes that outside of Quebec the level of attachment to country is stronger for the rest of Canada than it is for the United States, Spain and Germany. 
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In fact, the percentage of Quebecers that feel attached to Canada is roughly similar to the percentage of the Spanish population that feel an attachment to the European Union (25.6 strongly attached and 39.4 somewhat attached) though it is more significant than the percentage of Germans attached to the European Union (9.7% strongly attached and 32.2% somewhat attached). 
2. Identity:  Francophones: Quebecers Foremost and First; Anglophones: Canadians First and Foremost; Allophones: More like Anglophones but most respond as “equally both” 
As mentioned at the outset, those who insist that identities are inevitably in competition likely prefer a forced choice question. However most “forced choice” surveys in Canada also offer some nuance. In effect, they provide for the possibility of indicating an equal sense of identification with the two expressions that are in competition. In the table below we observe that 60% of the population see themselves as Quebecers first (25.7% Quebecers only and 34.4% Quebecer’s first).  The responses of Quebec francophones are vastly different than those of Anglophones as the former respectively report that 31.2% are Quebecers only and 39.2% Quebercers first. This contrast with the 2% of Anglophones and 6% of allophones that are Quebecers only and 12% of Anglophones that are Quebecers first and 19% of allophones that describe themselves a s such. Some 63% of Quebec Anglophones select Canadian first compared 32.9% of allophones. The latter are more inclined to select “both equally” than do Anglophones and some 15% say none. 
	
	French
	English
	Other
	Total Quebec 

	People have different ways of defining themselves. Do you consider yourself to be:
	Quebecker only
	31.3%
	2.0%
	5.9%
	25.7%

	
	Quebecker first  but also Canadian
	39.2%
	12.0%
	19.1%
	34.4%

	
	Equally Quebecker and Canadian
	19.5%
	21.0%
	25.7%
	20.4%

	
	Canadian first but also Quebecker
	7.2%
	45.0%
	20.4%
	12.1%

	
	Canadian only
	1.3%
	18.0%
	12.5%
	4.1%

	
	None of the above
	1.1%
	2.0%
	15.1%
	2.9%

	
	I prefer not to answer
	.3%
	.0%
	1.3%
	.4%


As observed below there has been a shift in the percentage of Quebec respondents identifying as province/ Quebec only and province/Quebec first between January 2009 and December 2010. Much of the shift is seen in the share that describe themselves as Quebecers only which is more pronounced  between the September and December surveys. In part, this should be attributed to the use of the term Quebec rather than the term province which was used in pan-Canadian surveys. Still there was an initial shift to stronger provincial identification between January 2009 and September 2010 and it is interesting to see how the term Quebec draws out the stronger Quebec only response. 
	All Quebecers  
	January 09 n=501
	September 2010 n=606
	December 2010 n=1224

	People have different ways of defining themselves. Do you consider yourself to be:
	Quebecker only
	18
	19
	26

	
	Quebecker first  but also Canadian
	36
	39
	34

	
	Equally Quebecker and Canadian
	20
	13
	20

	
	Canadian first but also Quebecker
	18
	19
	12

	
	Canadian only
	7
	7
	4

	
	None of the above
	2
	2
	3

	
	I prefer not to answer
	0
	1
	0


When comparing non-francophones outside of Quebec to those within Quebec, the distinctive feature of the Quebec angloophones is their somewhat greater likelihood to put their province in a superior or equal position with some 35% doing so compared with 20% in the rest of the country. Amongst Quebec allophones the figure rises to 50% amongst those who put Quebec first (25%) or equal (25%) compared some 30% in the rest of Canada (only 6.4% putting it first).  
	
	English in the ROC
	English Quebec
	Other Quebec
	Other ROC

	People have different ways of defining themselves. Do you consider yourself to be:
	Quebecker only/Province Only 
	.1
	2.0%
	5.9%
	2.7

	
	Quebecker first  but also Canadian
	5.7%
	12.0%
	19.1%
	3.7

	
	Equally Quebecker and Canadian
	14.9%
	21.0%
	25.7%
	23.3

	
	Canadian first but also Province/ Quebecker
	35.3
	45.0%
	20.4%
	25.3

	
	Canadian only
	32.4
	18.0%
	12.5%
	32.1

	
	None of the above
	4.0%
	2.0%
	15.1%
	12.0

	
	I prefer not to answer
	
	.0%
	1.3%
	


On the basis of age, the youngest cohort of Quebecers are more likely to put Quebec first (68%).  
	%Quebec by age 
	18-24
	25-34
	35-44
	45-54
	55-64
	65 +

	Quebecker only
	26%
	25%
	31%
	25%
	25%
	22%

	Quebecker first  but also Canadian
	42%
	36%
	27%
	37%
	39%
	27%

	Equally Quebecker and Canadian
	13%
	21%
	20%
	25%
	16%
	22%

	Canadian first but also Quebecker
	8%
	5%
	11%
	10%
	13%
	23%

	Canadian only
	6%
	7%
	4%
	2%
	4%
	3%

	None of the above
	3%
	5%
	6%
	1%
	2%
	1%

	I prefer not to answer
	0%
	0%
	0%
	0%
	1%
	1%


On an international scale, one observes that Americans are most likely of the four countries to report being from their country only (and from their country first if one adds the country first but also from province, state, etc). Although Quebecers draw down the share that pick Canada only and Canada first, the country still ranks ahead of Germany and Spain when it comes to the extent to which country is chosen first.
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3. How Quebec Views its Diversity
As observed below the percentage of Quebecers that agree “people with different ethnic and religious backgrounds than the majority make an important contribution to Quebec culture” has dropped since the question was asked at the time of the reasonable accommodation commission from 73% in August 2007 to 60% in December 2010. As to the percentage agreeing that “Immigrants should be encouraged to give up their customs and traditions and become more like the rest of the Quebec population” opinion remains virtually unchanged since 2007. 
	
	French
	English
	Other
	December 2010 Total 
	August 2007 

	People with different ethnic and religious backgrounds than the majority make an important contribution to Quebec culture
	56%
	65%
	79%
	60%
	73%

	There are shared Quebec values
	90%
	71%
	80%
	87%
	-

	There are too many immigrants in Quebec
	50%
	40%
	32%
	47%
	-

	Recent immigrants have different values from that of the majority of Quebeckers
	87%
	83%
	79%
	86%
	-

	Immigrants should be encouraged to give up their customs and traditions and become more like the rest of the Quebec population
	60%
	58%
	36%
	57%
	56%


The one thing that has remained constant in Quebec opinion (since 2007) on diversity is that younger Quebecers remain less inclined to support the idea that immigrants should give up their customs and traditions than do older cohorts.

	%
	18-24
	25-34
	35-44
	45-54
	55-64
	65 +

	People with different ethnic and religious backgrounds than the majority make an important contribution to Quebec culture
	64%
	60%
	60%
	52%
	61%
	62%

	There are too many immigrants in Quebec
	44%
	45%
	38%
	57%
	49%
	47%

	Recent immigrants have different values from that of the majority of Quebeckers
	78%
	76%
	92%
	94%
	95%
	87%

	Immigrants should be encouraged to give up their customs and traditions and become more like the rest of the Quebec population
	42%
	46%
	49%
	61%
	67%
	71%


When comparing the views of anglophones and allophones within and outside of Quebec, one observes differences in opinion around the issue of whether immigrants have different values and whether immigrants should give up customs and traditions where in effect Quebec’s non-francophones are more inclined to agree than is the case elsewhere in Canada. 
	
	English ROC
	English Quebec 
	Other/Allophone  Quebec 
	Other/Allophone  ROC

	People with different ethnic and religious backgrounds than the majority make an important contribution to Quebec/Canadian culture
	75
	65
	79
	79

	There are shared Quebec/Canadian  values
	75%
	71%
	80%
	79%

	There are too many immigrants in Quebec/Canada 
	42
	40%
	32%
	28

	Recent immigrants have different values from that of the majority of Quebeckers/Canadians 
	73
	83%
	79%
	70

	Immigrants should be encouraged to give up their customs and traditions and become more like the rest of the Quebec/Canadian  population
	53
	58%
	36%
	31


When comparing attitudes across the four countries on the issues of diversity that we tested, one observes that Canadians and Americans are most likely to agree that they value the contribution of diverse communities. Germans and Canadians are most likely to think that immigrants have different values from the majority of the population. Germans followed by Canadians are most likely to agree that “immigrants should be encouraged to give up their customs and traditions and become more like the rest of the population”. Americans are the least likely to share that view. It is worth noting that at 37% immigrants and non-immigrants in the United States are equally likely to agree that “Immigrants should be encouraged to give up their customs and traditions and become more like the rest of the population” In the case of Canadians, some 53% of non-immigrants agree with that view versus 41\% of immigrants. On the issue of whether recent immigrants have different values from the majority of Canadians, some 76% of the Canadian-born agree versus 69% born outside of Canada. 
	
	People with different ethnic and religious backgrounds than the majority make important contribution to national culture
	Recent immigrants have different values from that of the majority of….
	Immigrants should be encouraged to give up their customs and traditions and become more like the rest of the population

	Canada 
	71.0
	75.0
	50.0

	USA 
	69.4
	62.6
	37.9

	Spain 
	51.1
	71.7
	47.6

	Germany 
	52.7
	78.2
	55.5


