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Highlights:

-Amongst Quebec francophones the somewhat attached to Canada , some one-quarter of francophones are very attached, one-third, the not very attached one-fifth and the not attached at all about one in six.  Ninety-five percent of Quebec anglophones and 82% of allophones report that they are strongly or somewhat attached to Canada 

-On support for sovereignty more “decided” francophones are favorable than unfavorable. Very few non-francophones are favorable to sovereignty 
-When asked whether having a stronger Canadian than a Quebec identity is a problem for Quebec, the francophone population is divided nearly equally. Three-quarters of allophones do not see it as a problem 

-Would asked whether the recognition of the Quebec as a nation in the Canadian Constitution would  strengthen their attachment to Canada, more Quebec francophones say no (48%) than yes (44%) . The vast majority of non-francophones say it would not strengthen their attachment to Canada. 
-Quebec allophones are most likely to report having read a Quebec history book over the past year (37%), followed by francophones (28%) and Anglophones (22%).

-When asked about the desire to learn about the history of Canada, Quebec Anglophones (78%) that express most interest followed by allophones (72%).  While a majority of francophones (57%) say they want to learn more about the history of Canada, only 15% are strongly interested.

-As to interest in Quebec politics, some three-quarters of francophones agree they are interested,        compared with two-thirds of Anglophones and 40% of allophones. 

-Some 88% percent of Quebec anglophones (88%) and Quebec allophones (92%) are more likely than francophones (47%) to report having family outside of Quebec. 

-Some percent of Quebec anglophones (96%) and Quebec allophones (94%) are more likely than francophones (64%) to report having family outside of Quebec. 


Introduction 

A recent public release and analysis of survey data spearheaded by the Association for Canadian Studies compared the population’s attachment to Canada with that of citizens of the United States, Spain and Germany to their respective countries (September 2010). One of the principal areas of media interest was in the extent to which Quebec francophones possessed a weak sense of attachment to Canada. The finding was not new. Yet, a follow up survey (December 2010) in Quebec only for the Association for Canadian Studies by the firm Leger Marketing. What appeared different was that in each age group francophones that were less than 55 years of age displayed the same patterns of attachment and thus the idea that such feeling evolves with age only applied where the over 65 population is concerned. The data gave rise to an obvious question amongst both media and observers of the debate over Canadian unity/sovereignty. In effect, to what extent does weak attachment to Canada on the part of Quebec francophones imply support for sovereignty? After all one could feel minimal attachment to Canada and not support the idea that after 150 years it’s worth dissolving the marriage. As a result of the December poll raising that matter, it was decided that the issue of attachment would again be tested in conjunction with support for Quebec sovereignty and other issues relating to the recognition of Quebec as distinct. Therefore, in the last week of January 2011, 1000 Quebecers were surveyed by the firm Leger Marketing to help better understand the relationship between attachment to or detachment from Canada on the part of Quebec francophones and the extent of support for Quebec sovereignty?  





Attachment  to Canada
As observed below when it comes to attachment to Canada we find four groups of francophones with the very attached representing one-quarter,  the somewhat attached one-third, the not very attached one-fifth and the not attached at all about one in six.  As to the non-francophones, it is amongst Anglophones that some seven in ten are very attached and some twenty-five percent somewhat attached. In the case of allophones over half are very attached and another three in ten somewhat attached. 

	% Attachment to Canada 
	





Total 
	French
	English 
	Other 

	Total Attached 
	65%
	60%
	        95
	             82

	Very Attached
	31%
	24%
	70
	53

	Somewhat Attached 
	34%
	36%
	25
	29

	Total Unattached 
	33%
	39%
	5
	                18

	Not Very Attached 
	20%
	23%
	4
	               12

	Not Attached at all 
	13%
	15%
	1
	                6




In the case of a referendum on sovereignty, intentions have remained relatively stable over the past decade with an equal redistribution of the undecided putting the outcome at 56.5% to 43.5% against the sovereignty option. 

	If a referendum on Québec sovereignty were held today, would you vote FOR or AGAINST Québec sovereignty?
	





Total 
	French
	English 
	Other 

	For
	36.7%
	45.0%
	8.4%
	3.5%

	Against
	49.8%
	39.7%
	89.2%
	96.5%

	I don't know
	10.5%
	13.1%
	1.2%
	-

	I prefer not answering
	3.0%
	2.1%
	1.2%
	-





As observed below when examining the relationship between attachment to Canada and support for sovereignty one observed that nearly half of the francophones that are somewhat attached to Canada would vote against sovereignty whereas amongst those not very attached the share of those voting in favor of sovereignty is higher. 

	French 
	Attachment to Canada 

	Support for Sovereignty
	Very attached
	Somewhat attached
	Not very attached
	Not attached at all

	For
	13.0%
	31.7%
	65.4%
	95.1%

	Against
	72.9%
	49.8%
	16.2%
	.8%

	I don't know
	11.5%
	16.7%
	16.8%
	2.5%

	I prefer not answering
	2.6%
	1.7%
	1.6%
	1.6%




When asked whether having a stronger Canadian than a Quebec identity is a problem for Quebec, the francophone population is divided nearly equally. The division is largely explained by the degree of attachment to Canada with those least attached to Canada and those inclined to vote in favor of sovereignty most concerned with the order of loyalties.  It is worth noting that a national survey conducted in September 2010 found that some 65% of English Canadians considered that: “It is a problem for Canadian unity when people have a provincial identity that is stronger than their national identity”. That view was held by 45% of francophones surveyed.  
	It is a problem for Quebec Identity when people have a stronger Canadian identity than a Quebec identity
	





Total 
	French
	English 
	Other 

	TOTAL YES
	43%
	48%
	24%
	30%

	Strongly agree
	20%
	21%
	6%
	19%

	Somewhat agree
	24%
	27%
	18%
	11%

	TOTAL NO
	50%
	46%
	74%
	74%

	Somewhat disagree
	24%
	26%
	24%
	30%

	Strongly disagree
	26%
	20%
	50.%
	44%

	I don't know/I prefer not to answer
	              6%
	6%
	5%
	4%








Not surprisingly those reporting they are least attached to Canada are most likely to think it’s a  problem when Quebecers have a stronger sense of attachment to Canada than to Quebec.


	
	Attachment to Canada 

	% Agree-Francophones 
	Very attached
	Somewhat attached
	Not very attached
	Not attached at all

	It is a problem for Quebec Identity when people have a stronger Canadian identity than a Quebec identity
	23
	39
	65
	83


Not surprisingly those francophones that would vote “yes” to sovereignty are more likely to think it problematic when people have a stronger Canadian identity than a Quebec identity.  
	% Agree
	If a referendum on Québec sovereignty were held today, would you vote FOR or AGAINST Québec sovereignty?

	 Francophones 
	FOR 
	Against 
	Don’t Know 

	It is a problem for Quebec Identity when people have a stronger Canadian identity than a Quebec identity
	76
	23
	32




Would the recognition of the Quebec as a nation in the Canadian Constitution strengthen attachment to Canada? More Quebec francophones say no (48%) than yes. And the vast majority of non-francophones say no. 


	I would feel more attached to Canada if Quebec were recognized as a nation in the Canadian Constitution
	






Total 
	French
	English 
	Other 

	TOTAL YES
	39%
	44%
	21%
	22%

	Strongly agree
	19%
	20%
	12%
	16%

	Somewhat agree
	20%
	24%
	9%
	6%

	TOTAL NO
	52%
	48%
	74%
	74%

	Somewhat disagree
	23%
	23%
	24%
	30%

	Strongly disagree
	29%
	25%
	50%
	44%

	I don't know/I prefer not to answer
	8%
	8%
	5%
	4%




Amongst those francophones who say they are somewhat or not very attached to Canada nearly half say they would feel more attached to Canada if Quebec were recognized as a nation in the Canadian Constitution. It is not clear that implies that support for sovereignty would be diminished if such recognition were extended. Some are likely to think that the francophone group that is “softly” attached to Canada would be less likely to support sovereignty but that would likely depend on how the measure is interpreted and how those less enthusiastic about the idea would react. That most francophones would not be affected by such recognition does not bode well for the impact of such a measure. 
	
	Attachment to Canada 

	% Agree –francophones 
	Very attached
	Somewhat attached
	Not very attached
	Not attached at all

	I would feel more attached to Canada if Quebec were recognized as a nation in the Canadian Constitution
	45
	47
	49
	34





A narrow majority of those saying that they would vote yes on a referendum agree that they would be more attached to Canada if Quebec were recognized as a nation in the constitution but none of that offers any certainty that this would change their vote. In short the safest observation one could make is that the effect of such recognition is inconclusive. 
	% Agree
	If a referendum on Québec sovereignty were held today, would you vote FOR or AGAINST Québec sovereignty?

	 Francophones 
	FOR 
	Against 
	Don’t Know 

	I would feel more attached to Canada if Quebec were recognized as a nation in the Canadian Constitution
	51
	38
	39(1)



Interest in History and Politics and Attachment to Canada 

In this section, we examine the impact of knowledge and interest in Quebec history and politics on attachment to Canada and support for sovereignty.  As observed below, it is Quebec allophones who are most likely to report having read a Quebec history book over the past year (37%), followed by francophones (28%) and Anglophones (22%).

	I read a book about Quebec History in the past year
	Total 
	French
	English 
	Other 

	TOTAL YES
	28%
	28%
	22%
	37%

	Strongly agree
	14%
	14%
	10%
	23%

	Somewhat agree
	13%
	14%
	12%
	14%

	TOTAL NO
	65%
	66%
	71%
	62%

	Somewhat disagree
	17%
	18%
	15.9%
	18.4%

	Strongly disagree
	48%
	49%
	54.9%
	43.9%

	I don't know/I prefer not to answer
	7%
	6%
	7.3%
	.9%








When asked about the desire to learn about the history of Canada, it is Quebec Anglophones that express most interest in doing so, followed by allophones and francophones.  While a majority of francophones (57%) say they want to learn more about the history of Canada, only 15% are strongly interested. 



	I want to learn more about the history of Canada
	Total 
	French
	English 
	Other 

	TOTAL YES
	59%
	57%
	78%
	72%

	Strongly agree
	18%
	15%
	36%
	25%

	Somewhat agree
	41%
	41%
	42%
	42%

	TOTAL NO
	38%
	41%
	20%
	33%

	Somewhat disagree
	24%
	26%
	14%
	21%

	Strongly disagree
	14%
	15%
	6%
	12%

	I don't know/I prefer not to answer
	3%
	2%
	2%
	-




As to interest in Quebec politics, some three-quarters of francophones agree they are interested, compared with two-thirds of Anglophones and 40% of allophones. 


	I am interested in Quebec politics
	Total 
	French
	English 
	Other 

	TOTAL YES
	69%
	74%
	67%
	40%

	Strongly agree
	33%
	37%
	31%
	15%

	Somewhat agree
	35%
	37%
	36%
	25%

	TOTAL NO
	28%
	24%
	32%
	60%

	Somewhat disagree
	19%
	15%
	16%
	46.5%

	Strongly disagree
	9%
	8%
	16%
	14.0%

	I don't know/I prefer not to answer
	3%
	2%
	1%
	







How does interest in history and politics affect attachment to Canada and support for sovereignty? The survey reveals that those francophones least attached to Canada are most likely to report having read a book about Quebec history over the past year.  The same group also reports being somewhat more interested in Quebec politics. Finally those least attached to Canada report being least interested in learning more about the history of Canada with those most attached to Canada being most likely to want to learn about the history of Canada. 
	% Francophones 
	Very attached
	Somewhat attached
	Not very attached
	Not attached at all

	I read a book about Quebec history in the past year 
	25
	23
	25
	47

	 I am interested in Quebec politics
	77
	71
	71
	83

	I am interested in learning more about the history of Canada 
	75
	58
	56
	27



The pattern is somewhat similar when it comes to support for sovereignty. Tnose francophones favorable to sovereignty are most likely to report having read a book about Quebec history (40%) in the past year contrary to those saying they would vote against (17%) and those who say they don’t know how they would vote (20%).  Those francophones reporting they would vote for sovereignty are more likely to say they have greater interest in Quebec politics. Those saying they would vote against sovereignty are more likely to express interest in learning more about Canadian history.  
	
	If a referendum on Québec sovereignty were held today, would you vote FOR or AGAINST Québec sovereignty?

	 Francophones 
	FOR 
	Against 
	Don’t Know 

	I read a book about Quebec history in the past year 
	40
	17
	20

	 I am interested in Quebec politics
	83
	69
	63

	I am interested in learning more about the history of Canada 
	49
	68
	53





Networks and Attachment
Not surprisingly , non-francophones are more likely to report having family outside of Quebec. Nearly as many francophones have family outside of Quebec as those without family. 



	I have Family Outside of Quebec 

	Total 
	French
	English 
	Other 

	TOTAL YES
	55%
	47%
	88%
	92%

	TOTAL NO
	41%
	49%
	12%
	8%




Some two-thirds of Quebec francophones report having friends living outside of Quebec.  

	I have Friends Outside of Quebec 

	Total 
	French
	English 
	Other 

	TOTAL YES
	69%
	64%
	96%
	94%

	TOTAL NO
	              31%
	32%
	4%
	6%






Attachment to Canada amongst francophones is little affected by the extent to which francophones report having friends outside of Canada, but those reporting stronger attachment to Canada are more likely to say that they have family living outside of Quebec. 

	
	Attachment to Canada 

	% Francophones 
	Very attached
	Somewhat attached
	Not very attached
	Not attached at all

	 I have friends outside of Quebec
	71
	63
	55
	65

	I have family outside of Quebec 
	54
	51
	37
	44










Those francophones reporting that they would vote yes in a referendum on sovereignty are less likely to report having friend s or family outside of Quebec. 


	
	If a referendum on Québec sovereignty were held today, would you vote FOR or AGAINST Québec sovereignty?

	 Francophones 
	FOR 
	Against 
	Don’t Know 

	 I have friends outside of Quebec
	58
	69
	64

	I have family outside of Quebec 
	44
	52
	47





