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With the 2011 federal election rapidly approaching much attention has been directed at the campaigns and predictions around the outcome. Few observers have focused on the extent to which the Canadian population is interested and engaged in the democratic process at election time and how they feel about politics. To shed light on these issues the Association for Canadian Studies commissioned the firm Leger Marketing to ask Canadians a series of questions that offer insight into political interest and engagement and determine whether such demographic characteristics as language background, age and gender influence people’s views in this regard.  Some 1600 Canadians were surveyed via web panel over the week of April 4, 2011 with a margin of error of 2.9 points 19 times out of 20 in an equivalent telephone survey. Allophones were oversampled to provide additional insight into whether members of ethnic communities had different levels of interest and engagement in Canadians politics than the rest of the population. Despite the number of federal elections that we have had in the past five years, interest in politics remains stronger than might be assumed. Yet the feeling of political empowerment, trust in politicians and the extent to which we value a political career remains relatively low.   


1. Interest in different levels of politics 
When asked which level of politics interests them, respondents gave Canadians the highest overall score with some 70% agreeing that it interests them. Provincial politics finished second with international and municipal politics in a close tie for third.  

	I am interested in…
	Strongly agree
	Somewhat agree
	Somewhat disagree
	Strongly disagree

	International Politics
	20.3%
	37.8%
	19.9%
	19.6%

	Canadian Politics 
	30.9%
	38.7%
	17.5%
	11.1%

	Provincial Politics
	26.4%
	40.0%
	18.9%
	12.8%

	Municipal Politics 
	19.4%
	38.6%
	24.5%
	15.2%




2. Following the Elections 


Most Canadians agree that they will be closely following the federal elections (68.5%). Similarly nearly three in four agree that the election outcome affects them personally. Some 68% also agree that they understand the issues in the election. Finally some 70% affirm their intention to vote (others may do the same but agree with less conviction. 

	
	Strongly agree
	Somewhat agree
	Somewhat disagree
	Strongly disagree

	I will be closely following the Canadian federal elections
	33.6%
	34.9%
	16.9%
	12.1%

	The outcome of the federal election doesn't affect me personally 
	7.9%
	16.3%
	32.6%
	40.1%

	I have a good understanding of the issues in the Canadian federal election 
	26.0%
	42.4%
	19.4%
	10.1%

	I will be voting in the forthcoming federal election
	70.5%
	14.4%
	3.4%
	6.4%





3. Empowerment? 
Canadians are roughly split around whether they have any real say in what government does. Nonetheless most agree that the average citizen can influence the system. 

	
	Strongly agree
	Somewhat agree
	Somewhat disagree
	Strongly disagree

	People like me have no real say about what government does
	16.0%
	29.6%
	29.7%
	22.3%

	Average citizens can influence the political system
	20.4%
	43.1%
	22.1%
	11.8%






4. Political Knowledge 
Earlier we observed that nearly seven in ten Canadians agreed that they understood the issues in the federal elections. There is some “animal’ in the Canadian public when it comes to politics. A majority of Canadians seem to like politics (even though they do not recommend it as a career). A slight majority also agree that they often talk about politics with family and friends. And when asked to self-estimate their knowledge of politics, Canadians are relatively modest as the majority agrees that most other Canadians are better informed.  

 

	
	Strongly agree
	Somewhat agree
	Somewhat disagree
	Strongly disagree

	Most people better informed about politics than I am
	20.4%
	43.1%
	22.1%
	11.8%

	I often talk about politics with friends and family members
	18.1%
	34.4%
	25.5%
	20.0%

	I don't like politics
	17.7%
	25.9%
	27.0%
	26.2%





5. Political Influence and Empowerment 

While only a minority of Canadians (one in six) agrees that they are a member of a political party, some 44% have written to or directly contacted a politician. 

	
	Strongly agree
	Somewhat agree
	Somewhat disagree
	Strongly disagree

	I’ve written to or directly contacted a politician 
	27.0%
	16.8%
	14.2%
	37.8%

	I am a member of a political party
	11.0%
	5.9%
	13.0%
	62.8%






6. Trusting Politicians 
Canadians possess a somewhat jaded view of both politicians and the majority does not recommend pursuing a career in politics. As observed below just over one in five do not think that most politicians can be trusted and a similar percentage would recommend a career in politics (in effect the vast majority would not suggest pursuing such a career). 

	
	Strongly agree
	Somewhat agree
	Somewhat disagree
	Strongly disagree

	Most politicians can be trusted
	3.1%
	18.7%
	39.7%
	34.8%

	I would recommend pursuing a career in politics to a friend or family member 
	4.9%
	16.7%
	28.7%
	43.3%




7. Why Canadians don’t vote according to Canadians.

When asked why they think that Canadians choose not to vote in elections most suggest it is the feeling that their vote has no impact. The second reason offered by Canadians for persons that decide not to vote is that they don’t like any of the choices. 

In your opinion, what is the main reason that Canadians choose not to vote in elections?

	
	They believe their vote has no impact
	They don't like any of the choices
	They are just not interested in politics
	They do not find the issues relevant
	They do not have the time to go vote

	Men 
	41.0%
	26.9%
	22.3%
	5.5%
	1.3%

	Women 
	42.2%
	31.3%
	18.9%
	2.9%
	1.4%

	Total 
	41.6%
	29.2%
	20.5%
	4.2%
	1.4%





Language Barriers? 


As mentioned at the outset we oversampled the allophone group to determine whether the principal identification with an ethnic group resulted in different levels of interest and engagement in politics. In effect, the differences do not appear significant around most of the issues we analyzed. Below we can see that international politics is of somewhat more interest to allophones than anglophones, however Canadian politics still elicits the most interest amongst allophones. Amongst francophones it is provincial politics that elicits the most interest. 

	I am interested in…
	French 
	English 
	Other 

	International Politics 
	52.9
	58.5
	62.6

	Canadian Politics 
	59.7
	73.0
	69.9

	Provincial Politics 
	66.9
	66.4
	65.7

	Municipal Politics 
	51.2
	61.4
	56.2






	
	French 
	English 
	Other 

	I've written to or directly contacted a politician
	41.3
	46.9
	38.3

	People like me have no real say about what government does
	38.0
	48.0
	46.5

	Average citizens can influence the political system
	61.0
	63.1
	67.6

	Most people better informed about politics than I am
	39.7
	38.1
	33.9

	Most politicians can be trusted
	23.1
	22.5
	18.1

	I am a member of a political party
	13.3
	20.0
	12.3

	I often talk about politics with friends and family members
	42.4
	56.1
	52.8

	I will be closely following the Canadian federal elections
	56.0
	71.7
	72.7

	I don't like politics
	40.1
	46.0
	40.8

	I have a good understanding of the issues in the Canadian federal election 
	65.6

	70.4   
	65.6

	The outcome of the federal election doesn't affect me personally
	39.7
	18.8
	22.9

	 I would recommend pursuing a career in politics to a friend or family member
	23.5
	20.1
	23.2

	I will be voting in the forthcoming federal election
	71.7
	70.0
	69.9




	what is the main reason that Canadians choose not to vote in elections
	They believe their vote has no impact
	They don't like any of the choices
	They are just not interested in politics
	They do not find the issues relevant
	They do not have the time to go vote

	French
	43.3%
	27.4%
	19.4%
	6.0%
	.9%

	English
	41.1%
	30.6%
	21.2%
	3.4%
	1.5%

	Other
	41.4%
	26.9%
	20.2%
	4.5%
	1.5%




	
	Male 
	Female 

	International Politics 
	69.7
	47.3

	Canadian Politics 
	79.0
	60.7

	Provincial Politics 
	73.4
	60.0

	Municipal Politics 
	63.8
	52.6





	
	Male 
	Female 

	I've written to or directly contacted a politician
	49.0
	39.0

	People like me have no real say about what government does
	45.5
	45.5

	Average citizens can influence the political system
	63.6
	63.4

	Most people better informed about politics than I am
	23.6
	50.5

	Most politicians can be trusted
	25.7
	18.0

	I am a member of a political party
	20.8
	13.2

	I often talk about politics with friends and family members
	59.4
	45.9

	I will be closely following the Canadian federal elections
	76.4
	60.1

	I don't like politics
	35.7
	50.1

	I have a good understanding of the issues in the Canadian federal election 
	79.1
	58.6

	The outcome of the federal election doesn't affect me personally
	25.6
	22.8

	 I would recommend pursuing a career in politics to a friend or family member
	26.4
	17.1

	I will be voting in the forthcoming federal election
	74.9
	66.3









	what is the main reason that Canadians choose not to vote in elections
	They believe their vote has no impact
	They don't like any of the choices
	They are just not interested in politics
	They do not find the issues relevant
	They do not have the time to go vote

	...A man
	41.0%
	26.9%
	22.3%
	5.5%
	1.3%

	...A woman
	42.2%
	31.3%
	18.9%
	2.9%
	1.4%



