Multiculturalism versus Interculturalism: majority of Quebecers unclear about the difference 
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Interculturalism is the term frequently used to describe the model employed by the government of Quebec in dealing immigration, integration and diversity. Quebec policy-makers suggest that the model is in stark contrast to the model of multiculturalism which characterizes the approach of the government of Canada. Yet a survey amongst 1000 Quebecers conducted by the firm Leger Marketing for the Association for Canadian Studies between the 4th and 6th of May, 2011 reveals that a majority of the population are not clear as to the difference between multiculturalism and interculturalism (an equivalent phone survey has a margin of error of 3.9 points, 19 times out of 20). Moreover the lack of clarity is a view shared by both by Quebec francophones and non-francophones.    

Table 1
	
	The difference between multiculturalism and interculturalism are not clear to me

	
	Total
	Francophone 
	Non-Francophone 

	Total weighted
	976
	782
	188

	Total number
	976
	814
	161

	TOTAL AGREE
	53%
	55%
	45%

	Strongly Agree
	13%
	14%
	13%

	Somewhat Agree 
	39%
	41%
	31%

	TOTAL DISAGREE
	35%
	33%
	43%

	Somewhat Disagree
	21%
	20%
	27%

	Strongly Disagree
	14%
	13%
	16%

	I don’t know/Refuse to Respond 
	13%
	12%
	13%


It has been suggested that the section of the Canadian Charter that calls for the government of Canada to preserve and enhanc e the multicultural heritage of Canadians is unpopular amongst Canadians. Yet when roughly the same provision is applied to Quebec it meets with substantial approval from the provincial population. That should not be interpreted as implying all aspects of accommodation of minority cultural expression are supported by Quebecers. Previous surveys have revealed that a majority of Quebecers are unsupportive of certain expression of religious identities. That said the term multicultural does not appear to trouble Quebecers as much as is sometimes suggested.  
Table 2
	
	The government of Quebec should support the preservation and enhancement of the muliticultural heritage of Quebecers


	
	Total
	Francophone 
	Non-Francophone 

	Total weighted
	976
	782
	188

	Total number
	976
	814
	161

	TOTAL AGREE
	76%
	77%
	71%

	Strongly Agree
	33%
	34%
	30%

	Somewhat Agree 
	43%
	44%
	41%

	TOTAL DISAGREE
	16%
	15%
	20%

	Somewhat Disagree
	11%
	11%
	14%

	Strongly Disagree
	5%
	5%
	6%

	I don’t know/Refuse to Respond 
	8%
	7%
	9%


