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Increasing attention has been directed at the degree of attachment to Canada on the part of the population. Much of the discussion centres on the extent to which Quebecers feel a sense of attachment to Canada but there is also some discussion about whether attachment amongst non-francophone Canadians is softening as evidenced by 20% of non-francophones that describe themselves as somewhat attached and a somewhat higher percentage under the age of 45. 



	Canada 
	Total 
	18-24
	25-34
	35-44
	45-54
	55-64
	                                                    65 +
	French 
	English 
	Other 

	Total 
	90%
	85%
	92%
	89%
	91%
	91%
	91%
	69%
	98%
	93%

	Very Attached
	66%
	49%
	66%
	59%
	67%
	74%
	77%
	30%
	81%
	63%

	Somewhat Attached 
	24%
	36%
	27%
	30%
	24%
	17%
	14%
	39%
	17%
	30%





Traditionally, questions of attachment have been studied from the perspective of the state of federal-provincial relations. In other words, such things as the extent to which the provinces receive sufficient funds from the central government or believe that they are treated with respect have been regarded as important elements that contribute to either attachment to Canada or to detachment from it. And while this may indeed be the case for Quebec, it does not appear to underlie issues of attachment outside the province.  A relatively small percentage of Canadians outside of Quebec tend to think about their attachments on the basis of their degree of grievance about aspects of the federal structure. 

 That which follows will consider things that Canadians feel might contribute to stronger attachment to country.  The results are based on a survey of1032 Canadians done via web panel by the firm Leger Marketing for the Association for Canadian Studies over the period March 3-5, 2011. An equivalent phone survey would have a margin of error of 3.9% 19 times out of 20. 

When asked which of the following is believed to contribute most to strengthening attachment to Canada most Canadians choose “learning more about the history of Canada.” This is followed by watching a Canadian singer or athlete enjoy international success. Thereafter, it is actual contact between Canadians that is regarded as having the most impact as reflected in exchange programs or living, working or studying in another province. 
Such things as working for the federal government or participating in Canada day festivities are seen as least effective. 

As observed below, there are differences of opinion on the basis of language when it comes to what is regarded as having the most impact on attachment to Canada. For many francophones learning the other official language ranks much higher than it does for non-francophones as a factor contributing positively to attachment to Canada. For non-francophones,participating in Canada day festivities ranks much higher than it does for francophones.   







	For strengthening attachment to Canada, do you think the following would have a big impact, some impact, not much impact or no impact at all?

	Total 
	English 
	Other 
	French 

	Learning more about the history of Canada
	78
	82
	72
	74%

	Watching a Canadian performer (i.e. singer or athlete) succeed internationally
	70%
	69%
	67%
	80%

	Participating in an exchange program outside your province
	67
	69
	69
	63

	For strengthening attachment to Canada, do you think the following would have a big impact, some impact, not much impact or no impact at all?

	Total 
	English 
	Other 
	French 

	Living in another province
	67
	70
	64
	65%

	Studying in another province
	63
	64
	63
	62

	Working temporarily in another province
	63
	66
	62
	58

	Joining the Armed Forces
	61
	66
	56
	56

	Participating in Canada Day festivities
	59
	67
	57
	42%

	Learning the other official language
	56
	53
	51
	70

	Working for the Federal Government
	52
	51
	54
	54



Above we considered the combination of responses when it came to impact (both Big and Some impact). Below we examine only the responses given for “Big Impact” when it comes to factors believed to contribute to attachment to Canada. Allophones think that “learning the history of Canada” has the biggest impact, Anglophones believe it is joining the armed forces and francophones think it is watching Canadians performers  (i.e. singers/athletes) achieve success internationally. . 





For strengthening attachment to Canada, do you think the following would have a big impact, some impact, not much impact or no impact at all?

	Big Impact only % 
	Total 
	French 
	English 
	Other 

	Learning more about the history of Canada
	32%
	32%
	30%
	37%

	Joining the Armed Forces
	31%
	31%
	34%
	24%

	Watching a Canadian performer (i.e. singer or athlete) succeed internationally
	29%
	47%
	23%
	29%

	Living in another province
	24%
	26%
	23%
	26%

	Learning the other official language
	22%
	34%
	18%
	20%

	Participating in an exchange program outside your province
	20%
	27%
	20%
	17%

	Participating in Canada Day festivities
	19%
	11%
	22%
	21%

	Working for the Federal Government
	15%
	15%
	14%
	19%

	Studying in another province
	15%
	19%
	14%
	18%

	Working temporarily in another province
	15%
	17%
	13%
	21%




On the basis of age, when it comes to overall impact, the youngest cohort regards youth exchanges as most likely to strengthen attachment to Canada. It is learning more about the history of Canada rank highest with all the other age groups. 


	For strengthening attachment to Canada, do you think the following would have a big impact, some impact, not much impact or no impact at all?
	






18-24 years of age
	25-34 years of age
	35-44 years of age
	45-54 years of age
	55-64 years of age
	65-74 years of age

	Participating in an exchange program outside your province
	75%
	58%
	66%
	72%
	69%
	64%

	Watching a Canadian performer (i.e. singer or athlete) succeed internationally
	71%
	67%
	67%
	73%
	74%
	72%

	Studying in another province
	67%
	59%
	64%
	61%
	63%
	64%

	Learning more about the history of Canada
	67%
	80%
	75%
	77%
	84%
	81%

	Joining the Armed Forces
	66%
	59%
	60%
	64%
	63%
	56%

	Living in another province
	66%
	68%
	69%
	68%
	70%
	63%

	Working temporarily in another province
	64%
	59%
	65%
	62%
	64%
	63%

	Working for the Federal Government
	60%
	57%
	48%
	49%
	46%
	55%

	Learning the other official language
	58%
	56%
	55%
	55%
	58%
	55%

	Participating in Canada Day festivities
	57%
	64%
	56%
	59%
	60%
	58%



As to “Big Impact”, the youngest cohort choose “Watching a Canadian performer (i.e. singer or athlete) succeed internationally”. The older cohorts pick learning about the history of Canada. 

	Big Impact 
	18-24 years of age
	25-34 years of age
	35-44 years of age
	45-54 years of age
	55-64 years of age
	65-74 years of age

	Watching a Canadian performer (i.e. singer or athlete) succeed internationally
	38%
	26%
	25%
	33%
	33%
	25%

	Joining the Armed Forces
	30%
	30%
	29%
	37%
	33%
	26%

	Living in another province
	27%
	31%
	24%
	24%
	22%
	18%

	Learning more about the history of Canada
	27%
	25%
	27%
	32%
	42%
	37%

	Participating in Canada Day festivities
	25%
	22%
	15%
	20%
	17%
	17%

	Learning the other official language
	25%
	16%
	20%
	25%
	25%
	21%

	Working for the Federal Government
	24%
	17%
	10%
	14%
	14%
	16%

	Participating in an exchange program outside your province
	22%
	21%
	22%
	21%
	20%
	16%

	Studying in another province
	16%
	21%
	13%
	18%
	13%
	12%

	Working temporarily in another province
	15%
	20%
	16%
	15%
	14%
	12%


As those respondents with the strongest sense of attachment to Canada, they too choose learning about the history of Canada followed. The ones least attached to Canada choose living in another province or working for the armed forces. 

For strengthening attachment to Canada, do you think the following would have a big impact, some impact, not much impact or no impact at all?
	Attached to Canada 
	Very attached
	Somewhat Attached 
	Not Very Attached 
	Not attached at all 

	Learning more about the history of Canada
	86.0%
	70.0%
	50^%
	25.0%

	Watching a Canadian performer (i.e. singer or athlete) succeed internationally
	75.0%
	67.0%
	56.0%
	32.0%

	Participating in Canada Day festivities
	72.0%
	40.0%
	24.0%
	5.0%

	Participating in an exchange program outside your province
	71.0%
	69.0%
	39.0%
	29.0%

	Living in another province
	71.0%
	67.0%
	49.0%
	43.0%

	Joining the Armed Forces
	67.0%
	56.0%
	27.0%
	43.0%

	Working temporarily in another province
	67.0%
	62.0%
	40.0%
	33.0%

	Studying in another province
	66.0%
	63.0%
	40.0%
	30.0%

	Learning the other official language
	58.0%
	58.0%
	42.0%
	25.0%

	Working for the Federal Government
	55.0%
	53.0%
	34.0%
	35.0%



