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Is Canada entering a post-constitutional era? For several decades constitutional debates have centred upon the issue of finding a way to get Quebec to sign the document by making changes to the Constitution so as to recognize Quebec’s language and cultural difference and/or acknowledge/enshrine the asymmetrical character of the division of federal-provincial powers. 
1. Bilateralism May No Longer Drive Constitutional Discussions? 

With the political fragmentation of the Quebec sovereignty movement and the rethinking of strategies to pursue that option, the rest of Canada has grown increasingly indifferent to constitutional discussion. Moreover, the big historic episodes in country’s constitutional evolution resonate less with the country’s youth. The interaction between Quebec decision-makers and the rest of Canada about the need for constitutional change no longer seems to have much traction in the country. Recent surveys conducted by the firm Leger Marketing for the Association for Canadian Studies confirm that a majority of Canadians-including the majority of Quebecers- do not think that there are any constitutional changes that can ever satisfy the majority of Quebecers (the two surveys were conducted during the first week of October, 2011 with some 2345 Canadians via web with a margin of error for an equivalent phone survey of 2.9 percent 19 times out of 20) and the third week of October with 1000 Quebecers via web with an equivalent margin of error of 3.5 19 times out of 20. 
It may not come as a surprise to most Canadians that Quebec sovereignists hold such views but the poll reveals that Quebec federalists have come to the same conclusion. It suggests that approaching the rest of Canada with the idea that a constitutional is critical to averting Quebec sovereignty may no longer a realistic negotiating strategy in a post-constitutional environment. If going forward there is constitutional change it will have to come on the basis of mutually agreed upon desires that is not based on the bilateralism that characterized the era of constitutional discussion.  
Do you strongly agree, somewhat agree, somewhat disagree or strongly   disagree with the following statements: 
“If a referendum on Québec sovereignty were held today, would you vote FOR or AGAINST Québec sovereignty?”  And  “There are no constitutional changes that can ever satisfy the majority of Quebecers”
	
	If a referendum on Québec sovereignty were held today, would you vote FOR or AGAINST Québec sovereignty?

	There are no constitutional changes that can ever satisfy the majority of Quebecers
	For
	Against
	I don't know
	I prefer not to answer

	Strongly agree
	19.4%
	25.6%
	12.9%
	4.2%

	Somewhat agree
	38.0%
	32.0%
	30.0%
	25.0%

	Somewhat disagree
	27.8%
	22.4%
	12.9%
	.0%

	Strongly disagree
	8.4%
	8.2%
	3.6%
	8.3%

	I don't know
	5.8%
	10.6%
	35.7%
	

	I prefer not to answer
	.6%
	1.2%
	5.0%
	62.5%


Source: Leger Marketing for the Association for Canadian Studies, October 21, 2011
The table below reveals that there is a growing consensus around the extent to which it is believed that there are constitutional changes that can satisfy a majority of Quebecers. 
	
	
	There are no constitutional changes that can ever satisfy the majority of Quebecers

	
	Total
	18-24
	25-34
	35-44
	45-54
	55-64
	65+
	French
	English
	Other
	Maritimes
	QC
	ON
	MB/SK
	AB
	BC

	Total pondéré :
	2345
	276
	380
	457
	472
	349
	411
	511
	1350
	468
	171
	558
	906
	157
	245
	307

	Total absolu :
	2345
	486
	324
	313
	400
	436
	386
	562
	1566
	212
	157
	584
	722
	228
	211
	443

	TOTAL AGREE
	63%
	58%
	59%
	62%
	66%
	66%
	66%
	58%
	67%
	58%
	60%
	57%
	64%
	72%
	72%
	65%

	Strongly agree
	29%
	25%
	28%
	27%
	32%
	31%
	30%
	24%
	31%
	29%
	30%
	24%
	30%
	38%
	32%
	30%

	Somewhat agree
	34%
	33%
	31%
	35%
	35%
	35%
	36%
	34%
	36%
	29%
	30%
	33%
	34%
	35%
	40%
	35%

	TOTAL DISAGREE
	24%
	23%
	26%
	22%
	21%
	27%
	24%
	30%
	22%
	22%
	27%
	30%
	23%
	19%
	16%
	23%

	Somewhat disagree
	18%
	19%
	20%
	17%
	17%
	21%
	17%
	24%
	17%
	18%
	22%
	23%
	16%
	14%
	14%
	18%

	Strongly disagree
	6%
	4%
	6%
	5%
	5%
	6%
	7%
	6%
	5%
	5%
	5%
	6%
	7%
	5%
	2%
	4%

	I don't know
	12%
	16%
	15%
	12%
	11%
	7%
	10%
	10%
	10%
	18%
	12%
	11%
	13%
	8%
	12%
	10%

	I prefer not to answer
	1%
	3%
	1%
	3%
	1%
	0%
	0%
	3%
	1%
	2%
	1%
	3%
	0%
	2%
	0%
	2%


Source: Leger Marketing for the Association for Canadian Studies, October 5, 2011
2. The Importance of Quebec’s Signature on the Constitution 
The issue that remains highly symbolic in the discussion around the Constitution is the absence of Quebec’s signature on the document. Not surprisingly, those who would vote in favour of sovereignty (30%) say that it is important to them for Quebec to sign, while the majority of Quebecers opposing sovereignty feel that it is important (54%). It is however difficult to describe the majority as significant and as next year Canada will mark the 30th anniversary of the Constitution, the non-signing is likely taken for granted by more Quebecers.   
	
	If a referendum on Québec sovereignty were held today, would you vote FOR or AGAINST Québec sovereignty?

	It is personally important to me that Quebec signs the Canadian Constitution
	For
	Against
	I don't know
	I prefer not to answer

	Strongly agree
	14.5%
	22.8%
	2.9%
	

	Somewhat agree
	15.6%
	31.3%
	15.0%
	

	Somewhat disagree
	22.0%
	16.4%
	10.0%
	

	Strongly disagree
	28.6%
	6.8%
	7.9%
	4.2%

	I don't know
	16.5%
	19.6%
	57.1%
	8.3%

	I prefer not to answer
	2.9%
	3.2%
	7.1%
	87.5%

	
	100.0%
	100.0%
	100.0%
	100.0%


While most Canadians agree that it is personally important that Quebec signs the Canadian Constitution, those under the age of 35 attribute less importance to the matter. In part that is a function of that age group more likely to say that they don’t know (some 20%). 

	
	
	It is personally important to me that Quebec signs the Canadian Constitution

	
	Total
	18-24
	25-34
	35-44
	45-54
	55-64
	65+
	French
	English
	Other
	Maritimes
	QC
	ON
	MB/SK
	AB
	BC

	Total pondéré :
	2345
	276
	380
	457
	472
	349
	411
	511
	1350
	468
	171
	558
	906
	157
	245
	307

	Total absolu :
	2345
	486
	324
	313
	400
	436
	386
	562
	1566
	212
	157
	584
	722
	228
	211
	443

	TOTAL AGREE
	54%
	45%
	46%
	52%
	55%
	60%
	62%
	46%
	56%
	55%
	54%
	48%
	58%
	56%
	49%
	54%

	Strongly agree
	21%
	15%
	17%
	14%
	22%
	25%
	29%
	15%
	22%
	23%
	18%
	13%
	26%
	21%
	16%
	22%

	Somewhat agree
	33%
	30%
	29%
	38%
	32%
	36%
	33%
	32%
	34%
	32%
	36%
	35%
	31%
	35%
	32%
	32%

	TOTAL DISAGREE
	29%
	29%
	31%
	30%
	27%
	31%
	28%
	27%
	32%
	25%
	34%
	23%
	29%
	31%
	34%
	32%

	Somewhat disagree
	18%
	16%
	21%
	20%
	15%
	18%
	19%
	19%
	19%
	15%
	18%
	16%
	18%
	19%
	18%
	22%

	Strongly disagree
	11%
	14%
	10%
	10%
	13%
	12%
	9%
	8%
	13%
	10%
	16%
	7%
	11%
	12%
	16%
	10%

	I don't know
	15%
	21%
	22%
	16%
	16%
	8%
	7%
	24%
	11%
	17%
	10%
	25%
	12%
	11%
	16%
	11%

	I prefer not to answer
	2%
	4%
	1%
	3%
	2%
	1%
	3%
	3%
	2%
	2%
	2%
	4%
	1%
	3%
	1%
	2%


Source: Leger Marketing for the Association for Canadian Studies, October 5, 2011

Amongst Quebec francophones, the importance of Quebec signing the Canadian constitution diminishes with age and as seen below that is in large part because the younger you are the more inclined to say that you don’t know when such a question is put to you. 


	
	It is personally important to me that Quebec signs the Canadian Constitution *

	Francophones 
	Strongly Agree 
	Somewhat Agree 
	Somewhat Disagree 
	Strongly Disagree 
	Don’t Know 

	18-24 years of age
	5.3%
	21.1%
	22.4%
	15.8%
	34.2%

	25-34 years of age
	12.3%
	17.7%
	21.5%
	9.2%
	36.2%

	35-44 years of age
	8.8%
	17.6%
	17.6%
	13.2%
	31.6%

	45-54 years of age
	11.8%
	22.4%
	18.4%
	21.7%
	20.4%

	55-64 years of age
	14.1%
	23.7%
	23.7%
	17.8%
	17.8%

	65-74 years of age
	22.6%
	26.0%
	9.6%
	20.5%
	14.4%

	75 years of age or older
	30.8%
	34.6%
	11.5%
	3.8%
	15.4%

	Total 
	13.7%
	22.0%
	18.2%
	16.2%
	24.5%


Source: Leger Marketing for the Association for Canadian Studies, October 5, 2011

It is also true that even amongst the francophone No voters less than 50% say that it is personally important to them that Quebec sign the Canadian Constitution. In the table above the majority of Quebcecers voting No described it as important but that included all Quebecers. 
	If a referendum on Québec sovereignty were held today, would you vote FOR or AGAINST Québec sovereignty?
	It is personally important to me that Quebec signs the Canadian Constitution 

	Francophones 
	Strongly Agree 
	Somewhat Agree 
	Somewhat Disagree 
	Strongly Disagree 
	Don’t Know 

	For
	13.2%
	16.3%
	21.8%
	29.5%
	16.9%

	Against
	18.3%
	29.5%
	18.3%
	6.3%
	22.9%

	I don't know
	2.8%
	19.6%
	10.3%
	9.3%
	54.2%

	I prefer not to answer
	13.8%
	22.2%
	18.3%
	16.2%
	24.4%

	Total 
	13.8%
	22.2%
	18.3%
	16.2%
	24.4%


Source: Leger Marketing for the Association for Canadian Studies, October 5, 2011

The gap between younger and older Canadians is even wider when asked if “it’s unfortunate that in 1982 Quebec did not sign the Canadian Constitution”. As observed below some 80% agree amongst the population over the age of 65 versus 47% between the ages of 18 and 24. Amongst those respondents between the age of 18 and 24, some one in four said they didn’t know. 
	
	It's unfortunate that in 1982 Quebec did not sign the Canadian Constitution


	
	Total
	18-24
	25-34
	35-44
	45-54
	55-64
	65+
	French
	English
	Other
	Maritimes
	QC
	ON
	MB/SK
	AB
	BC

	Total pondéré :
	2345
	276
	380
	457
	472
	349
	411
	511
	1350
	468
	171
	558
	906
	157
	245
	307

	Total absolu :
	2345
	486
	324
	313
	400
	436
	386
	562
	1566
	212
	157
	584
	722
	228
	211
	443

	TOTAL AGREE
	66%
	47%
	56%
	63%
	69%
	77%
	80%
	51%
	73%
	63%
	71%
	50%
	71%
	75%
	72%
	71%

	Strongly agree
	32%
	21%
	22%
	30%
	32%
	38%
	46%
	20%
	37%
	29%
	31%
	19%
	37%
	38%
	34%
	35%

	Somewhat agree
	34%
	26%
	34%
	34%
	37%
	39%
	34%
	31%
	36%
	34%
	40%
	30%
	34%
	37%
	38%
	36%

	TOTAL DISAGREE
	17%
	25%
	21%
	18%
	14%
	15%
	12%
	24%
	15%
	16%
	17%
	25%
	15%
	12%
	13%
	13%

	Somewhat disagree
	10%
	16%
	14%
	10%
	8%
	8%
	8%
	15%
	9%
	9%
	9%
	15%
	9%
	6%
	9%
	10%

	Strongly disagree
	7%
	10%
	7%
	8%
	6%
	6%
	4%
	9%
	6%
	7%
	8%
	10%
	6%
	6%
	4%
	4%

	I don't know
	15%
	24%
	21%
	17%
	15%
	8%
	6%
	22%
	11%
	19%
	9%
	23%
	12%
	11%
	13%
	14%

	I prefer not to answer
	2%
	4%
	2%
	2%
	2%
	1%
	2%
	3%
	1%
	3%
	3%
	3%
	1%
	3%
	2%
	2%


Source: Leger Marketing for the Association for Canadian Studies, October 5, 2011

It’s true that a significant majority of Quebecers favour the modification of the Canadian Constitution to recognize Quebecers unique character. There is no age gap when it comes to the desire for such recognition. In the rest of Canada the idea does not yield much support with Ontario at 43% showing the highest degree of openness. 

	
	It is important to modify the Canadian constitution in such a way that enables recognition of the unique characteristic of Quebec

	B1
	Total
	18-24
	25-34
	35-44
	45-54
	55-64
	65+
	French
	English
	Other
	Maritimes
	QC
	ON
	MB/SK
	AB
	BC

	Total pondéré :
	2345
	276
	380
	457
	472
	349
	411
	511
	1350
	468
	171
	558
	906
	157
	245
	307

	Total absolu :
	2345
	486
	324
	313
	400
	436
	386
	562
	1566
	212
	157
	584
	722
	228
	211
	443

	TOTAL AGREE
	45%
	45%
	47%
	46%
	42%
	46%
	44%
	66%
	36%
	49%
	37%
	68%
	43%
	25%
	27%
	38%

	Strongly agree
	15%
	16%
	17%
	18%
	11%
	17%
	14%
	34%
	9%
	14%
	11%
	32%
	12%
	5%
	4%
	10%

	Somewhat agree
	30%
	29%
	31%
	28%
	31%
	28%
	30%
	32%
	27%
	35%
	26%
	36%
	31%
	20%
	22%
	28%

	TOTAL DISAGREE
	43%
	35%
	38%
	40%
	47%
	48%
	50%
	20%
	56%
	34%
	53%
	17%
	48%
	63%
	60%
	49%

	Somewhat disagree
	22%
	20%
	21%
	21%
	20%
	21%
	25%
	13%
	27%
	16%
	26%
	12%
	23%
	30%
	26%
	24%

	Strongly disagree
	22%
	14%
	17%
	18%
	27%
	27%
	25%
	7%
	29%
	18%
	27%
	5%
	24%
	34%
	34%
	25%

	I don't know
	10%
	17%
	13%
	13%
	9%
	6%
	4%
	12%
	7%
	15%
	8%
	13%
	7%
	9%
	13%
	11%

	I prefer not to answer
	2%
	3%
	2%
	2%
	2%
	1%
	1%
	2%
	2%
	2%
	2%
	2%
	2%
	3%
	0%
	2%


Source: Leger Marketing for the Association for Canadian Studies, October 5, 2011

But as much as they desire such recognition, the majority of Quebecers still agree that there are no constitutional changes that will ever satisfy the majority of the population. 

	Quebec
	It is important to modify the Canadian constitution in such a way that enables recognition of the unique characteristic of Quebec

	There are no constitutional changes that can ever satisfy the majority of Quebecers *
	Strongly Agree 
	Somewhat Agree 
	Somewhat Disagree 
	Strongly Disagree 
	Don’t Know 

	Strongly agree
	20.2%
	17.0%
	25.2%
	47.1%
	16.1%

	Somewhat agree
	32.5%
	41.8%
	38.5%
	29.9%
	14.0%

	Somewhat disagree
	28.9%
	26.1%
	21.5%
	12.6%
	3.2%

	Strongly disagree
	11.7%
	5.3%
	6.7%
	8.0%
	4.3%

	I don't know
	6.1%
	9.1%
	6.7%
	2.3%
	62.4%

	I prefer not to answer
	.6%
	.6%
	1.5%
	
	.0%


Source: Leger Marketing for the Association for Canadian Studies, October 21, 2011

Conclusion 

It is difficult to predict what the future holds in terms of the nature of any constitutional discussion. To the extent that Quebecers appear to be going through some reflection about the issue of sovereignty it is safe to assume that this will have some bearing on the rest of Canada whenever it looks at the Constitution and what it means the federal system. As Canada hits the 30th anniversary of the Constitution next April, it may provide an important opportunity to educate the population about its significance. 
