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Next year Canada will mark 200 years since the War of 1812. There have been two centuries of peaceful co-existence.  There has been considerable movement of peoples and goods between the two countries despite concerns on the Canadian side over the possible loss of sovereignty to a far more populous and internationally influential neighbour.  With the exception of Quebec, similar dominance of the English language, the democratic traditions and the influx of immigration have contributed to the view that the two countries have much in common.  And yet both in Canada and the United States, most citizens agree that there is something very different about the two countries. Undoubtedly our respective histories, geographies and demographics (i.e. our population size and composition) have shaped our collective self-perceptions and our views about one another. There is also no single view that defines how Canadians see Americans and Americans see us. Much of this is shaped by our respective levels of knowledge about the other-something that is rarely measured. That said, not surprisingly are more familiar with their larger neighbour that Americans are about Canada.  

That which follows will look at the perceptions that Canadians and Americans respectively hold about each other. It’s based on three public opinion surveys. In February 2011, the firm Gallup conducted two surveys in the United States (one on the favourable opinion of selected countries and the other on whether events in these countries are considered important to the United States). The same survey was conducted amongst Canadians by the firm Leger Marketing for the Association for Canadian Studies (week of March 7, 2011) which asks whether Canadians have a favourable opinion of a series of countries and again whether what occurs in those countries is vitally important to Canadians. (The list of countries we chose to include for Canada differed somewhat from that of the United States). The other survey was done in the United States for the Association for Canadian Studies between February 28 and March 2 by Opinion Research Corporations.  
Below we provide a comparison of the results for the two countries. As observed below when Americans are asked which country they view most favourably, they choose Canada followed by Great Britain and Germany. For their part, Canadians choose Australia and Great Britain followed by Germany and the United States. However in terms of the degree to which what happens in a country is “vitally important” to the other Canada ranks low to the United States compared to other countries. In effect we’re seen as a quiet and likable neighbour. China ranks on top with the United States in this regard. As regards Canada, things happening in the United States are by far seen as the most vitally important to Canadians with China finishing second. 

What is also interesting is the degree to which Canada and the United States diverge in terms of the extent to which they have a favourable view of certain countries. The biggest gaps are around the perception of India, Israel and Cuba. 

  


	
	Combined Percentage Very and Somewhat Favorable Opinion of the Following Countries 
	

How important do you think what happens in each of the following countries or regions is today
(Vitally Important)


	
	United States 
	Canada 
	United States 
	Canada 

	Australia 
	-
	85
	-
	-

	Canada /United States
	92
	77
	39
	70

	Great Britain 
	88
	85
	--
	31

	Germany 
	82
	78
	--
	

	Japan 
	80
	
	--
	

	India 
	72
	45
	31
	13

	France 
	71
	75
	
	14

	Israel 
	68
	32
	54
	15

	South Korea 
	65
	-
	-
	-

	Russia 
	51
	39
	36
	14

	China
	47
	35
	70
	38

	Mexico
	45
	40
	50
	16

	Egypt
	40
	32
	45
	

	Cuba 
	30
	48
	---
	

	Iraq
	25
	
	52
	

	The Palestinian Authority 
	19
	16
	--
	

	Pakistan
	18
	13
	48
	

	Afghanistan 
	14
	12
	51
	18

	North Korea 
	11
	9
	59
	

	Iran
	11
	8
	57
	17









We’re Better With a Border 

Some 16% say that they wish to get rid of the border with Canada (24% don’t know). Some 22% of Canadians would like to get rid of the border with the United States. More Americans think that Canada is more important than Mexico to the US economy but most are unable to answer that question. As to health care more think the Canadian system is better but a significant percentage is unable to answer. 





In effect Canadians and Americans want to preserve their sovereignty when it comes to our geographic boundaries. 

	
	United States-Opinion Research Corporation 
	            Canada-Leger Marketing 

	Question
	Yes
	No 
	Don’t Know
	Yes
	No 
	Don’t Know

	We should get rid of the border with Canada/United States 
	16%
	60%
	24%
	22
	74
	4

	Canada is more important than Mexico to the US Economy
	35%
	19%
	46%
	
	
	

	Canada has a better health care system than the United States
	40%
	24%
	37%
	
	
	







When it comes to the US, Canadians want sovereignty 
Below one finds the results of the Canadian survey of opinion around various aspects of our relationship with the United States. As mentioned, an important majority of Canadians do not want to get rid of the border with our neighbour. A majority of Canadians would like us to be neutral when the US has a conflict with another country (that sentiment is much stronger in Quebec than elsewhere in Canada). And a majority of Canadians think we should follow our own interests even if it leads to conflict with other nations. 




	Leger Marketing for the Association for Canadian Studies 
	Total 
	French 
	English 
	Other 

	We should get rid of the border with the United States
	22
	24
	21
	25

	We should be neutral when the United States has conflicts with 
other countries
	58
	73%
	52%
	60%

	Canada should follow its own interests, even if this leads to conflicts with other nations
	68
	63
	72
	66



