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Projections issued by Statistics Canada, put the country’s population between 40.1 and 47.7 million people in Canada by 2036 and between 43.0 and 63.8 million by 2061 (in comparison to 33.7 million in 2009). Their most likely scenario has Canada at 43.8 million by 2036 and 52.6 million by 2061. In terms of population it is estimated that we are currently in 36th place (2011) representing 0.5 percent of the global population. (It is worth noting that the global population projections listed on the web site of the US census bureau offer a lower estimate for the Canadian population in 2050 and see us dropping into 46th place-see appendix below). 

While we may not be in the top 35 countries in terms of population, in land mass we are the second largest country in the world following Russia, with some 3,855,100 square miles, representing 6.7% of the world’s territory. Observers will likely argue that much of our land is not easily settled or habitable thus explaining the considerable gap between the size of our population and our land. Yet relatively few Canadians believe that as a country we have too many people. A Leger Marketing survey conducted for the Association for Canadian Studies during the week of June 20th 2011 reveals that less one in ten Canadians believe that there are too many people in the country. On the other hand, the majority of Canadians think our population size is “just right”. And yet, some one in three Canadians think we are not big enough and that view is more commonly held by francophones and allophones. However when we look at provinces, cities and neighborhoods opinion diverges with fewer Canadians thinking that we’re not “big enough” when looking at smaller geographies. Some 1513 Canadians over the age of 18 were surveyed via web panel with an equivalent telephone survey with a margin of error of 2.9 points 19 times out 20. 






Table 1 
	
	In terms of number of people, would you describe the following as being "not big enough," as having "the right number of people" or as having "too many people"? / Canada


	
	Not big enough
	The right number of people
	Too many people
	I don't know

	Canada Total 
	33.0%
	53.6%
	8.3%
	5.0%

	French
	40.7%
	50.5%
	6.4%
	2.4%

	English
	28.7%
	57.5%
	8.8%
	5.0%

	Other
	37.3%
	46.0%
	9.0%
	7.7%



Population experts have expressed concern that growth (or at least a certain kind of growth) is needed to offset the aging of the population and leave the workforce unable to support the needs of an older population. As observed below older Canadians are far more likely than the youngest cohort to envision a bigger country in terms of population.
Table 2
	
	In terms of number of people, would you describe the following as being "not big enough," as having "the right number of people" or as having "too many people"? / Canada


	
	18-24
	25-34
	35-44
	45-54
	55-64
	65+

	Not big enough
	26%
	31%
	30%
	30%
	37%
	44%

	The Right Number of People 
	57%
	59%
	53%
	56%
	50%
	47%

	Too Many People 
	11%
	6%
	12%
	9%
	6%
	5%

	I Don’t Know 
	6%
	5%
	5%
	5%
	6%
	3%




While they don’t carry the burden of population growth based on natural increase, men are far more likely than women to think the country is “not big enough”. 
Table 3
	
	In terms of number of people, would you describe the following as being "not big enough," as having "the right number of people" or as having "too many people"? / Canada

	
	Total 
	Male 
	Female 

	Not big enough
	33%
	41%
	26%

	The right number of people
	54%
	48%
	59%

	Too many people
	8%
	8%
	9%

	I don't know
	5%
	4%
	6%




As regards provincial opinion on the size of Canada’s population, most think that we’re the right size. But an important percentage of Quebecers think we’re not big enough. 



Table4
In terms of number of people, would you describe the following as being "not big enough," as having "the right number of people" or as having "too many people"? / Canada

	
	Not big enough
	The right number of people
	Too many people
	I don't know

	Quebec
	41.9%
	49.7%
	6.4%
	1.9%

	Nova Scotia
	35.6%
	57.8%
	6.7%
	

	Saskatchewan
	35.6%
	64.4%
	
	

	Prince Edward Island
	33.3%
	60.0%
	
	6.7%

	Manitoba
	31.5%
	57.4%
	5.6%
	5.6%

	Alberta
	30.8%
	48.1%
	9.6%
	11.5%

	New Brunswick
	30.6%
	36.1%
	30.6%
	2.8%

	Ontario
	29.8%
	55.6%
	8.9%
	5.7%

	British Columbia
	29.7%
	58.4%
	7.4%
	4.5%

	Newfoundland
	16.7%
	38.9%
	27.8%
	16.7%




When asked about whether there are enough people in the provinces, the percentage of Quebecers declines somewhat yet those who feel their province’s population are far more numerous than those who feel that there are too many people. It is the provinces of PEI and Saskatchewan that are most likely to say that the population of their provinces is not big enough. In the case of Ontario there were more people that felt that there province had too many people than those who say that it is not big enough.  






Table 5
In terms of number of people, would you describe the following as being "not big enough," as having "the right number of people" or as having "too many people"? PROVINCE
	
	Not big enough
	The right number of people
	Too many people
	I don't know

	Prince Edward Island
	46.7%
	46.7%
	6.7%
	

	Saskatchewan
	46.7%
	48.9%
	4.4%
	

	New Brunswick
	44.4%
	52.8%
	
	2.8%

	Nova Scotia
	42.2%
	55.6%
	2.2%
	

	Manitoba
	40.7%
	55.6%
	1.9%
	1.9%

	Quebec
	31.9%
	60.6%
	5.3%
	2.2%

	Alberta
	28.2%
	59.0%
	7.7%
	5.1%

	Newfoundland
	23.5%
	47.1%
	23.5%
	5.9%

	British Columbia
	19.9%
	65.7%
	10.4%
	4.0%

	Ontario
	14.2%
	59.2%
	21.6%
	5.0%



A slightly different portrait emerges when provincial residents are asked about the population of their cities. Though majorities in all provinces believe that the population of their cities is just right, in Alberta, British Columbia and Ontario more people are inclined to say that there are too many people than say it is not big enough. 

Table 6
In terms of number of people, would you describe the following as being "not big enough," as having "the right number of people" or as having "too many people"? City

	
	Not big enough
	The right number of people
	Too many people
	I don't know

	Alberta
	16.1%
	58.1%
	22.6%
	3.2%

	British Columbia
	17.7%
	57.1%
	21.7%
	3.4%

	Manitoba
	33.3%
	55.6%
	9.3%
	1.9%

	New Brunswick
	30.6%
	63.9%
	
	5.6%

	Newfoundland
	5.9%
	64.7%
	17.6%
	11.8%

	Nova Scotia
	33.3%
	62.2%
	4.4%
	

	Ontario
	13.2%
	61.5%
	22.8%
	2.6%

	Prince Edward Island
	42.9%
	50.0%
	7.1%
	.0%

	Quebec
	16.1%
	75.1%
	8.0%
	.8%

	Saskatchewan
	31.1%
	57.8%
	8.9%
	2.2%




When asked about their neighborhoods, large majorities across all provinces feel the size of the population is just right. 

Table 7
In terms of number of people, would you describe the following as being "not big enough," as having "the right number of people" or as having "too many people"? Neighborhood

	
	Not big enough
	The right number of people
	Too many people
	I don't know

	Alberta
	9.0%
	77.6%
	9.6%
	3.8%

	British Columbia
	12.9%
	67.8%
	17.3%
	2.0%

	Manitoba
	13.0%
	75.9%
	9.3%
	1.9%

	New Brunswick
	8.3%
	77.8%
	13.9%
	

	Newfoundland
	5.9%
	70.6%
	17.6%
	5.9%

	Nova Scotia
	20.0%
	75.6%
	4.4%
	

	Ontario
	6.3%
	77.5%
	13.4%
	2.7%

	Prince Edward Island
	26.7%
	66.7%
	6.7%
	

	Quebec
	13.0%
	78.7%
	7.5%
	.8%

	Saskatchewan
	4.3%
	89.1%
	4.3%
	2.2%






When cities are asked about their population size, a very different portrait emerges as in all the larger cities (with the exception of Ottawa) relatively few say that their city is “not big enough”. As observed below, when asked, a majority of Calgarians say there are “too many people”. While in Vancouver and Toronto majorities in the respondents in the cities say the numbers are just right about one third say that there are “too many people”. Some smaller cities in Canada are more likely to say that there are not enough people, but in general most are comfortable with the size of their cities. 



Table 8
	
	In terms of number of people, would you describe the following as being "not big enough," as having "the right number of people" or as having "too many people"? / My city

	
	Not big enough
	The right number of people
	Too many people
	I don't know

	Calgary
	3.9%
	39.2%
	54.9%
	2.0%

	Vancouver (GVRD)
	5.3%
	57.9%
	35.1%
	1.8%

	Greater Toronto area
	4.8%
	59.8%
	34.5%
	.9%

	Montréal
	2.3%
	67.4%
	30.2%
	

	Kitchener - Waterloo - Barrie
	3.7%
	63.0%
	29.6%
	3.7%

	Laval
	
	78.6%
	21.4%
	

	Greater Ottawa area
	24.7%
	53.4%
	19.2%
	2.7%

	Greater London area
	14.3%
	61.9%
	14.3%
	9.5%

	Vancouver Island
	17.5%
	66.7%
	14.0%
	1.8%

	Hamilton - Niagara Peninsula
	12.2%
	69.5%
	13.7%
	4.6%

	Outaouais
	8.7%
	78.3%
	13.0%
	

	Other part of BC
	29.0%
	53.2%
	12.9%
	4.8%

	Chaudière-Appalaches
	35.3%
	52.9%
	11.8%
	

	Kingston - Pembroke
	11.1%
	77.8%
	11.1%
	

	Edmonton
	10.6%
	78.7%
	10.6%
	

	Lanaudière
	19.4%
	71.0%
	9.7%
	

	Windsor - Sarnia
	36.4%
	54.5%
	9.1%
	

	Muskoka - Kawarthas
	25.0%
	66.7%
	8.3%
	

	Laurentides
	7.7%
	84.6%
	7.7%
	

	Other regions of Alberta
	30.4%
	60.7%
	3.6%
	5.4%

	Montérégie
	16.3%
	81.3%
	2.5%
	.0%

	Northeast
	35.0%
	60.0%
	
	5.0%

	Northwest
	47.1%
	52.9%
	
	

	Stratford - Bruce Peninsula
	60.0%
	40.0%
	
	

	Bas-Saint-Laurent
	28.6%
	57.1%
	
	14.3%

	Saguenay-Lac-Saint-Jean
	9.1%
	81.8%
	
	9.1%

	Capitale-Nationale
	17.1%
	82.9%
	
	

	Mauricie
	15.4%
	84.6%
	
	

	Estrie
	8.3%
	91.7%
	
	

	Abitibi-Témiscamingue
	40.0%
	60.0%
	
	

	Côte-Nord
	33.3%
	66.7%
	
	

	Gaspésie/Iles-de-la-Madeleine
	85.7%
	14.3%
	
	

	Centre-du-Québec
	36.4%
	63.6%
	
	




Conclusion 


Do Canadians envision their country as a more populous place? In general, the majority appear satisfied with the country’s population but a significant share envision us as a bigger country and this is notably the case for francophones, allophones, men and older Canadians. Many residents of larger cities however seem more adverse to population increases and it might be deduced therefore that the larger country that many foresee would involve populating those areas outside the bigger cities. 



-----------------------------------------------------------------------
Appendix 

	Countries and Areas Ranked by Population:2050

	Rank
	Country or Area
	Population

	1
	India
	1,656,553,632

	2
	China
	1,303,723,332

	3
	United States
	422,554,384

	4
	Nigeria
	402,425,535

	5
	Indonesia
	313,020,847

	6
	Pakistan
	290,847,790

	7
	Ethiopia
	278,283,137

	8
	Brazil
	260,692,493

	9
	Bangladesh
	250,155,274

	10
	Philippines
	171,964,187

	11
	Mexico
	147,907,650

	12
	Congo (Kinshasa)
	144,805,434

	13
	Egypt
	137,872,522

	14
	Uganda
	128,007,514

	15
	Vietnam
	111,173,583

	16
	Russia
	109,187,353

	17
	Japan
	107,209,536

	18
	Turkey
	100,955,188

	19
	Iran
	100,044,564

	20
	Sudan
	97,164,847

	21
	Germany
	71,541,906

	22
	United Kingdom
	71,153,797

	23
	Kenya
	70,755,460

	24
	Burma
	70,673,160

	25
	France
	69,768,223

	26
	Thailand
	69,611,256

	27
	Tanzania
	66,843,312

	28
	Afghanistan
	63,795,418

	29
	Italy
	61,415,852

	30
	Mozambique
	58,998,457

	31
	Madagascar
	56,513,827

	32
	Iraq
	56,316,329

	33
	Colombia
	56,227,630

	34
	Niger
	55,304,449

	35
	Argentina
	53,511,279

	36
	Spain
	52,490,640

	37
	South Africa
	49,400,628

	38
	Burkina Faso
	47,429,509

	39
	Nepal
	45,984,605

	40
	Angola
	45,888,061

	41
	Yemen
	45,780,651

	42
	Algeria
	44,163,403

	43
	Korea, South
	43,368,983

	44
	Malaysia
	42,928,546

	45
	Morocco
	42,026,448

	46
	Canada
	41,135,648

	47
	Venezuela
	40,255,592

	48
	Saudi Arabia
	40,250,628

	49
	Ghana
	40,242,893

	50
	Zambia
	38,371,544


Source: U.S. Census Bureau, International Data Base 





	Countries and Areas Ranked by Population:2010

	Rank
	Country or Area
	Population

	1
	China
	1,330,141,295

	2
	India
	1,173,108,018

	3
	United States
	308,282,053

	4
	Indonesia
	242,968,342

	5
	Brazil
	201,103,330

	6
	Pakistan
	184,404,791

	7
	Nigeria
	161,604,744

	8
	Bangladesh
	156,118,464

	9
	Russia
	139,390,205

	10
	Japan
	127,579,145

	11
	Mexico
	112,468,855

	12
	Philippines
	99,900,177

	13
	Vietnam
	89,571,130

	14
	Ethiopia
	88,013,491

	15
	Germany
	81,644,454

	16
	Egypt
	80,471,869

	17
	Turkey
	77,804,122

	18
	Iran
	76,923,300

	19
	Congo (Kinshasa)
	69,851,289

	20
	Thailand
	66,336,258

	21
	France
	64,768,389

	22
	United Kingdom
	62,348,447

	23
	Italy
	60,748,965

	24
	Burma
	53,414,374

	25
	South Africa
	49,109,107

	26
	Korea, South
	48,636,068

	27
	Spain
	46,505,963

	28
	Ukraine
	45,415,596

	29
	Colombia
	44,205,293

	30
	Sudan
	43,939,598

	31
	Tanzania
	41,892,895

	32
	Argentina
	41,343,201

	33
	Kenya
	40,843,138

	34
	Poland
	38,463,689

	35
	Algeria
	34,586,184

	36
	Canada
	33,759,742

	37
	Uganda
	33,398,682

	38
	Morocco
	31,627,428

	39
	Iraq
	29,671,605

	40
	Afghanistan
	29,120,727

	41
	Nepal
	28,951,852

	42
	Peru
	28,947,973

	43
	Malaysia
	28,274,729

	44
	Uzbekistan
	27,865,738

	45
	Venezuela
	27,223,228

	46
	Saudi Arabia
	25,731,776

	47
	Ghana
	24,339,838

	48
	Korea, North
	24,325,701

	49
	Yemen
	23,495,361

	50
	Taiwan
	23,024,956


Source: U.S. Census Bureau, International Data Base 







