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It’s not uncommon for bigger countries to know less about smaller ones but in general it is good to know something about one’s neighbor. Americans have frequently described Canada as their closest ally but have also observed that what occurs within the friendly neighboring country does not have a large impact on the United States. What do Americans know about Canada? To respond to this question, the Association for Canadian Studies commissioned the firm ORC through the Caravan on-line to survey 1000 Americans between the period February 28th-March 1, 2011. Hence when asked whether most Americans acknowledge that they have not learned anything about Canada’s history or geography. And the younger cohorts are more likely to say they have not learned anything about Canada’s history which may indicate that over the past decade or more less is being taught about Canada (or the younger cohorts have simply retained what they learned). 
Table 1 

	
	Did you learn anything . . .  - About the HISTORY of Canada in school


	Age
	Yes 
	No 
	Age 
	Yes
	No

	Total 
	35.7%
	64.3%
	45 - 49 
	31.6%
	68.4%

	18 - 20 
	12.2%
	87.8%
	50 - 54 
	36.4%
	63.6%

	21 - 24 
	30.2%
	69.8%
	55 - 59 
	42.5%
	57.5%

	25 - 29 
	24.5%
	75.5%
	60 - 64 
	39.4%
	60.6%

	30 - 34 
	43.2%
	56.8%
	65 - 69 
	44.2%
	55.8%

	35 - 39 
	32.4%
	67.6%
	70 - 74 
	42.2%
	57.8%

	40 - 44 
	39.2%
	60.8%
	75 or older 
	44.2%
	55.8%



As to our geography, the majority of Americans acknowledge that they learned about it at school, something one would hope would be the case since we share a long stretch of the border. Even on that question a substantial minority of Americans say that they did not learn anything. 

Table 2
	
	Did you learn anything . . .  - About Canada's GEOGRAPHY in school

	
	Yes 
	No 

	Total 
	56.8%
	43.2%

	18 - 20 
	29.3%
	70.7%

	21 - 24 
	58.1%
	41.9%

	25 - 29 
	50.0%
	50.0%

	30 - 34 
	64.2%
	35.8%

	35 - 39 
	57.8%
	42.2%

	40 - 44 
	55.7%
	44.3%

	45 - 49 
	57.9%
	42.1%

	50 - 54 
	57.3%
	42.7%

	55 - 59 
	61.3%
	38.8%

	60 - 64 
	60.6%
	39.4%

	65 - 69 
	62.5%
	37.5%

	70 - 74 
	51.1%
	48.9%

	75 or older 
	58.1%
	41.9%











Even though a majority of Americans say they learned something about Canada’s geography in school, the majority agree that they do not have a good knowledge about it. And, as observed below there are few regional differences in this regard. 

	
	I have a good knowledge of the geography of Canada

	
	Yes 
	No 
	Not sure 

	Northeast 
	34.4%
	50.9%
	14.7%

	Midwest 
	36.9%
	49.4%
	13.7%

	South 
	30.1%
	54.0%
	15.9%

	West 
	36.5%
	51.8%
	11.7%

	Total 
	34.4%
	51.6%
	14.0%



The youngest cohort and generally those under the age of 45 agree they do not have a good knowledge of Canada’s geography. 

	- I have a good knowledge of the geography of Canada
	Yes 
	No 
	Not sure 

	18 - 20 
	19.5%
	70.7%
	9.8%

	21 - 24 
	31.4%
	55.8%
	12.8%

	25 - 29 
	25.5%
	64.7%
	9.8%

	30 - 34 
	38.3%
	53.1%
	8.6%

	35 - 39 
	31.4%
	54.9%
	13.7%

	40 - 44 
	30.9%
	51.5%
	17.5%

	45 - 49 
	30.5%
	50.5%
	18.9%

	50 - 54 
	38.2%
	51.8%
	10.0%

	55 - 59 
	37.5%
	50.0%
	12.5%

	60 - 64 
	39.4%
	45.5%
	15.2%

	65 - 69 
	39.4%
	39.4%
	21.2%

	70 - 74 
	37.8%
	42.2%
	20.0%

	75 or older 
	53.5%
	37.2%
	9.3%



On a regional basis, a majority believe that they are aware of the nearest Canadian land border point. Such perceived awareness is strongest in the Midwestern part of the United States. 

	
	I know the nearest Canadian land border point

	
	Yes 
	No 
	Not sure 

	Northeast 
	51.8%
	35.8%
	12.4%

	Midwest 
	59.7%
	29.7%
	10.6%

	South 
	40.1%
	47.8%
	12.1%

	West 
	50.4%
	40.1%
	9.6%

	Total 
	50.2%
	38.7%
	11.1%



Most Americans believe that they know the nearest land border point and the name of our capital. The younger cohorts are generally weakest on both questions. 

	I know the nearest Canadian land border point
	Yes 
	No 
	Not sure 

	18 - 20 
	34.1%
	58.5%
	7.3%

	21 - 24 
	45.3%
	48.8%
	5.8%

	25 - 29 
	44.1%
	44.1%
	11.8%

	30 - 34 
	54.3%
	34.6%
	11.1%

	35 - 39 
	42.2%
	44.1%
	13.7%

	40 - 44 
	42.3%
	44.3%
	13.4%

	45 - 49 
	49.5%
	40.0%
	10.5%

	50 - 54 
	54.5%
	32.7%
	12.7%

	55 - 59 
	51.3%
	38.8%
	10.0%

	60 - 64 
	62.1%
	31.8%
	6.1%

	65 - 69 
	54.8%
	33.7%
	11.5%

	70 - 74 
	66.7%
	20.0%
	13.3%

	75 or older 
	60.5%
	23.3%
	16.3%



Capital Knowledge 

Some 48% of Americans believe that they know the name of Canada’s capital. Such perceived knowledge is reasonably similar across the regions of the United States. 

	
	I know the name of Canada's capital

	
	Yes 
	No 
	Not sure 

	Northeast 
	50.5%
	33.9%
	15.6%

	Midwest 
	44.9%
	38.8%
	16.3%

	South 
	48.4%
	37.7%
	13.8%

	West 
	49.3%
	36.5%
	14.2%

	Total 
	48.2%
	36.9%
	14.9%




The youngest cohort is less confident about whether it knows the name of Canada’s capital. 

	I know the name of Canada's capital
	Yes 
	No 
	Not sure 

	18 - 20 
	29.3%
	58.5%
	12.2%

	21 - 24 
	44.2%
	39.5%
	16.3%

	25 - 29 
	43.1%
	44.1%
	12.7%

	30 - 34 
	51.9%
	34.6%
	13.6%

	35 - 39 
	49.0%
	36.3%
	14.7%

	40 - 44 
	48.5%
	33.0%
	18.6%

	45 - 49 
	46.3%
	45.3%
	8.4%

	50 - 54 
	39.1%
	42.7%
	18.2%

	55 - 59 
	56.3%
	31.3%
	12.5%

	60 - 64 
	54.5%
	27.3%
	18.2%

	65 - 69 
	54.8%
	30.8%
	14.4%

	70 - 74 
	53.3%
	28.9%
	17.8%

	75 or older 
	58.1%
	23.3%
	18.6%


Are Our Cultures Basically the Same? Americans say yes while Canadians say no


Most Americans surveyed agree that American and Canadian cultures are basically the same. That view is held more strongly by respondents above the age of 30. 

	When it comes to culture I think Americans and Canadians are basically the same
	Yes 
	No 
	Not sure 

	Total 
	48.2%
	32.2%
	19.6%

	18 - 20 
	19.5%
	53.7%
	26.8%

	21 - 24 
	37.2%
	41.9%
	20.9%

	25 - 29 
	34.3%
	42.2%
	23.5%

	30 - 34 
	53.1%
	25.9%
	21.0%

	35 - 39 
	39.2%
	45.1%
	15.7%

	40 - 44 
	52.6%
	25.8%
	21.6%

	45 - 49 
	49.5%
	25.3%
	25.3%

	50 - 54 
	49.1%
	38.2%
	12.7%

	55 - 59 
	47.5%
	31.3%
	21.3%

	60 - 64 
	54.5%
	22.7%
	22.7%

	65 - 69 
	64.4%
	22.1%
	13.5%

	70 - 74 
	62.2%
	15.6%
	22.2%

	75 or older 
	65.1%
	23.3%
	11.6%







On a regional basis it is Americans in the southern part of the country that are less certain about whether Canadian culture is basically the same as American. 

	
	When it comes to culture I think Americans and Canadians are basically the same

	
	Yes 
	No 
	Not sure 

	Northeast 
	50.9%
	33.9%
	15.1%

	Midwest 
	50.2%
	29.3%
	20.5%

	South 
	42.9%
	32.9%
	24.2%

	West 
	49.6%
	33.0%
	17.4%

	Total 
	48.2%
	32.2%
	19.6%



As to Canadians they appear much less likely than Americans to agree that our cultures are basically the same.  Francophone Canadians are least likely to agree that the two cultures are basically the same. 

	Canadian and American Culture are Basically the Same 
	Total
	18-24
	25-34
	35-44
	45-54
	55-64
	65+
	French 
	English 
	Other 

	Agree 
	32%
	34%
	37%
	28%
	31%
	26%
	38%
	26%
	33%
	36%

	Disagree 
	67%
	64%
	61%
	70%
	68%
	73%
	61%
	73%
	65%
	64%

	Don’t know/Refuse to Respond
	1%
	1%
	2%
	2%
	0%
	1%
	1%
	2%
	2%
	0%








Most Canadians also disagree that in order to succeed in the arts and culture you need to move to the United States. As observed below, there is a big difference between Francophone and non-francophone Canadians on that issue. 


	Canadians who wish to be successful in the arts and culture cannot avoid moving to the United States

	Total
	18-24
	25-34
	35-44
	45-54
	55-64
	65+
	French 
	English 
	Other 

	Agree 
	37%
	39%
	36%
	42%
	33%
	39%
	37%
	22%
	42%
	43%

	Disagree 
	58%
	56%
	52%
	55%
	65%
	59%
	58%
	75%
	52%
	53%

	Don’t know/Refuse to Respond
	5%
	5%
	12%
	3%
	3%
	2%
	5%
	3%
	6%
	4%










